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«With respect to this distinguished officer (Gen- 
‘eral Jesup) I have every motive in the world, public 
and private, to act in perfect harmony. All my an- 
cient affection for him is fast returning. I hope 
it will be entirely restored in a day or two—that is, 
as soon as I shall Jearn that he conforms himseli to 
my plans and instructions.” 

Having subsequently received General Jesup’s re- 
port, dated the 20th, giving his operations and mo- 
‘tives from the 12th to that date, with several other 
official letters, (in evidence ;) having, as I passed 
down the country, on the evening of the 23d, met 
and conversed with him on the subject; coufiding 
in the facts and motives alleged by him, on the sev- 
eral occasions, and being absolutely ignorant then, 
and lenge «afterwards, of his-letters to Mr. Secretary 
Cass; and, above all, the dastardly attack through 
Mr. Editor Blair, in the since notorious letter of the 
20th ; the Court may imagine how, with my reviv- 
ting feelings of kindness, 1 was led'to write the vol- 
untary apology for General Jesup’s conduct, dated 
the 23d of June, and addressed to the Adju:ant Gen- 
eral. In this letter 1 requested that such ef my re- 
ports as had animadverted on General Jesup, wight 
‘be returned to me, on the ground that, as we were 
again frisnds, no trace might remain on record to 
show that we had ever been otherwise. 
and rode some miles with ine that evening. As he 
entered my room, I finished the letter, handed it to 
him to read before I had read it myself, and it was 
instantly recorded by an aid-de-camp, in my letter- 
book. { did not teil him *‘on the morning of the 
24th,” as he writes to Mr. Blair, September 3d, that 
I “ would ask to withdraw” the letters, &c. The 
request, and my reasons for it, he hadseen the night 
before. With the letter in his hands, he intimated 
an objection to the word explanations offered by 
him; ‘but, on an admonition, on my part, full of firtn- 
ness and kindness, he read the ijetter through, and 
expressed himself gratified with it. Why, sir, did 
the not tell me of, or instantly take measures to Coun- 
teract his assassin-like letter, then'so receutly writ- 
ten to Mr. Blair, and which, beyond all doubt, he 
despatched after the receipt of mine of the 19th ? 

A miserable apology is attempted by General Jes- 
up, for addressing the President of the United States 
on official matters, through the secret channel of 
Mr. Blair, in the printed sheet, or pamphlet, (before 
noticed,) signed by General Jesup’s aid-de-camp. 
in this joint production, it is said: ** The official 
channel of communication was through Géneral 
Scott. To make the application through him would 
have been indeligate.” &c. But where was the con- 
venient channel through Mr. Secretary Cass, which 
General Jesup had twice adopted, (on the 10th and 
Aith of June,) before the letter of the 20th to Mr. 
Blair, and once afterwards, the 23th of June, en 
other military subjects? Have those acts of direct 
insubordination towards me been ever rebuked? It 
is to be presumed not, sir, or those letters would not 
have been found, in the same Department, in the 
time of Mr. Secretary Butler. 

The truth is, Mr. President, General Jesup left 
Washington on the 22d of May, the day after the 
receipt of my letter respecting Major Read, and 
aware of the displeasure which that letter had 
brought upon me, he believed himself at liberty to 
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| defy my authority, with but lite observance, as of- 
hae as his vanity might dictate. Heice his repeated 
| boasts (in his letters) that he had been sent into the 
held by the President himself, although, in the in« 
structions to him, he was expressly told that, if he 
found ame there, he was to serve under me, and to 
| obey my orders, as the Rules and Articles of War 
would have told him independent of those instrue- 
tions; and hence, from the same cause or causes, all 
those letters, official-private and private-official, with 
the pamphlet and communication in The Globe, 
which [ have brought under the review of this Court. 
The blood of all the Semineles may be made to crime 
son the waters of Florida; but neither one or both 
can wash away that stain which his couduet to an 
ancient frieud has brought upon him. Sir, a moment 
more, and I shall have done with his name forever. 
_ Much having been objected to my plan of opera- 
tions against the Creeks as against that in Florida, 
and there being really some danger that any plan of 
campaign may, from the sueers of sume of my con- 
temporaries, be, in future, considered as unworthy 
of the native genius of American commanders—|] 
beg leave, Mr. President, to fortify my last humble 
conception of this sort, by the opinions ef three 
highly distinguished gentlemen who have favored 
me with their depositions. The following interro- 
gatories, but slightly and accidently varied, were 
propounded by ane to each of those deponents ; 

1. “ What, in the opinion of the witness, were 
the relative advantages or disadvantages, between a 
plan of operations beginning on a liue at, or above, 
Irwinton, and below the hostile Creeks, and acting 
up the country, and beginning (say) on a line from 
Tuskegee to Fort Mitchell, above the greater num- 
ber of the enemy, and thence operating down the 
country ?” 

2. “if the whole disposable foree of Georgians, 
Alabamians, and regulars, with the friendly Indians, 
acting as auxiliartes, had been placed in a line below 
the enemy, and had operated up the country, whilst 
the frontier settlements of Georgia and Alabama 
were guarded with competent detachments, is it not 
probable that fewer of the enemy would have es- 
caped across the ‘Chattahoochie, in the direction of 
Florida, than actually did so escape ; and, also, that 
the war would have been earlier finished than it 
actually was?” 

3. ‘‘is it not probable or certain, that the move- 
meut of Gereral Jesup, and the forces under his im- 
mediate orders, from Tuskegee upon Fort Mitchell, 
and from that line below, before all the other forces 
upon the Chattahoochie were ready to take positions 
on that river, and the base-line below the enemy, 
put the enemy upon the endeavor to escape in the 
direction of Florida, and hed to the many severe con+ 
flicts which took place on the soil of Georgia ?” 

4. ** Which of the two plans of operations, that of 
operating with the whole disposable force, under the 
general command of the said Scott, upwards, froma 
line below the enemy, and beginning (say) about 
the 25th of June; and the plan pursued by the said 
Jesup, viz: beginning an isolated movement (say) 
about the 12th of the same month, from Tuskegee 
towards Fort Mitchell, and thence operating down 
the country, would, in the opinion of the witness, 
have the sooner terminated the war, by the capture 
of the great body of the enemy ?” 

These questions are here differently numbered 
from the numbers they bore in the several papers 
drawn up by me, to be submitted to the witnesses. 

I regret, Mr. President, that L have not the time, 
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or strength, to imbody the answers to the several 
interrogatories given by his Excellency Governor 
Schley, a near, an anxious, and close observer of all 
that passed; of Major General «inford, who coim- 
manded the Georgia line from an earlier period to 
the end of the war, and of the honorable Mr. Daw- 
son, a colonel at home, but a captain in the cam- 
paign. Each is clear and emphatic in favor of the 
plan of operating upwards, in preference to the re- 
verse plan ; in favor of a delay to about the 25th of 
June, with a view toa united movement upwards, 
with all the disposable forces, and of the opinion that 
the war would sooner have been terminated by that 
delay, in the beginning, and with better results. 1 
know not an intelligent officer who was with me in 
the campaign, who would not have given like opin- 
ions if called upon for the purpose. 

To this, or a similar question propounded, viz: 

“Is the witness aware that the said Scott, in any 
particular, when not ill in bed, failed in point of zeal, 
activity, or judgment, in the direction of the war 
against the hostile Creek Indians, before men- 
tioned ?” 

The answers of Governor Schley, Major General 
Sanford, Colonels Dawson and Kenan, and Major 
Kirby, to this question, are all again too complimen- 
tary to be produced in this place, and no other offi- 
ter with me in the Creek campaign was interrogated 

the subject. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Court: I am 
exhausted ; but should do equal wrong to justice and 
to my own feelings, not to return to each and every 
one of you, my hearty thanks for the patience and 
impartiality you have all shown, including the Jucge 
Advocate, in this long investigation. 

Every material fact which has been given in evi- 
dence, that could by mere possibility affect your 
judgments to my prejudice, and I recollect but few 
of that character, will be found carefully imbodied, 
or specifically referred to, in this summary. Much, 
I know, to be wholly omitted on the other side. These 
declarations, Iam confident, no examination will be 
able to controvert. And here, I may add, that there 
is not an important circumstance in all my recent 
conduct in the field, which was not duly reported at 
the earliest moment, and with my own hand, for the 
information of Government. With, then, this over- 
whelming mass of evidence io my favor, permit me 
again to ask, By what strange fatality do I find my- 
self here? It is for this Court, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, to bid me de- 
part with honor ; and that that decision may be with- 
out the further alloy of suspense, in which I have 
now but too long been held, under ciréumstances 
which, perhaps, could not have been controlled, | 
will ask that at be speedily rendered. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

FREDERICKTOWN, Md., Junuary 19, 1836. 


DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERALE. P. GAINES, 
Before the Court of Inquiry of which Maj. Gen. Macomb 
as President 
Frederick, Maryland, February, 1837. 


Mr. President: 


My first object is to show that the order given me 
to command the Western Department, made it my 
duty, on hearing of the outbreak of savage war upon 
the troops and frontier inhabitants of East Florida. 
within the known limits of my department, to ‘col- 
lect together whatever disposable force I could ob- 
tain near me, and fly to the theatre of the war, to 
** repel the invasion,” and beat the enemy, or hold 
them in check, and stand -between them and the 
bleeding frontier, until the President of the United 
States should be advised of the state of the war, and 
of my movements and measures, and thereupon make 
whatever arrangements he might see fit for affording 
protection to the frontier and terminating the war. 





I stand before this Court as one of the accused. 
Major General Scott, though placed as I am _ placed, 
in the attitude which the law recognises as one of 
the * accused,” (see the 9Ist article of the Rules and 
Articles of War,) has been erroneously, as I have 
endeavored to show, suffered by the Court to act as 
my accuser—and thus to actin my absence. Protest- 
ing again, as I have protested, against this proceed- 
ing, TE can but avail myself of the restricted means 
which the Court has seen fit to impose in the vindi- 
cation of my conduct: and, since the Court has de- 
nied me the privilege of meeting my accuser and 
his witnesses face to face, and thus scrutinizing the 
accusations against me, and “ cross-examining and 
interrogating the witnesses,” as authorized by the 
91st article of war, I find myself compelled to pro- 
ceed under all the disadvantages of repelling accu- 
sations that have not only been so far sanctioned by 
the Secretary of War as to be published by his au- 
thority, and thenacted on by the Court in my ab- 
sence, and ultimately forwarded to the Department 
of War, as I have been given to understand, with the 
final decision of this Court. 

Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, Mr. Pre- 
silent, 1 do not despair. The strength of my cause, 
the strict military propriety of my measures, with 
the patient hearing which the Court has given to the 
testimony before you, assure me that, whatever may 
have been the force of appearances against me, I 
cannot but feel satisfied that the testimony upon your 
table will convince you of the correctness of my 
conduct, as set forth in my letter of the 4th of July 
to the Adjutant General, to every part of which, and 
to my correspondence and orders to which it refers, 
I desire the particular attention of the Court, asa 
part of this, my final vindication. 

Mr. President: When last before the Court vou 
notified me, whether with or without the concur- 
rence of the Court I did net understand, that Major 
General Scott was not considered my accuser. 1} 
then endeavored to convince the Court, froma hasty 
reference to the official letters and reports cf that 
officer, that he was in fact my accuser. I have 
since seen, in an article purporting to be the Defence 
of General Scott before this Court, a declaration that 
he is not my accuser. If this is true, sir, the letters 
bearing the signature of that officer, dated at Picolata, 
the Ist and 4th of March, with his letters dated the 
9th and 14th of March, which I have seen before the 
Court, must be considered as forgeries ; otherwise, 
the receiver of those letters, who authorized their 
publication, must be my accuser; for I can truly 
affirin that, during the long period of my service, I 
have never known an officer to _ be more palpably 
charged with crimes than the writer of those letters 
has seen fit to charge me. I therefore deem it to be 
due to the public service, and to my own reputation, 
aspersed by these accusations, to establish their au- 
thorship, whilst I prove them to be false and calum- 
nious. The question between the writer and the re- 
ceiver, I leave to be settled between them. ‘The 
writer is in the power of the Court—the receiver is 
not. 

In my letter of the 4th of July, 1836, addressed 
to the Adjutant General, I made the statement which 
follows: 

‘*The Order No. 7 of the present year, requiring 
General Scott to repair to the left wing of my de- 
partment, was never seen by me until my arrival at 
Fort King, the 22d of February. I state this fact 
simply because it is a fact hitherto, I apprehend, un- 
known at your office—but it is a fact to which I 
attach little or no importance. Had I received this 
order at Pensacola, I should have viewed it as a 
measure of the Secretary of War, taken with a full 
knowledge of the progress of the war upon that 
frontier, and of the circumstances which had render- 
ed my movement to Florida proper ; and that, there- 
fore, my movement thither ought to continue until 
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I should feel assured that the President was apprized 
of all the material facts bearing upon the subject; 
and, more especially, until the officer authorized to 
enter upon that part of my cemmand assigned to 
him, and which formed the principal theatre ef the 
war, should make his appearance in person upon 
that theatre of the war—uuless, indeed, my attention 
had been calied te other, and apparently more im- 
portant military operations, also ir actual war, than 
those which called me to East Florida. 

“This view of the subject is based upon an essen- 
tial principle of military law, derived from the laws 
of nature, and incorporated in our institutioas—a 
principle sustained by the ablest writers of all en- 
lightened nations to whose works 1 have had access; 
a principle, without the strict observance of which, 
no nation, whose geographical limits excee ! twenty 
miles square, could be successfully defended 5 a prin- 


ciple deeply interwoven with the highest attributes | 


of sovereignty and of self-government-—nawmely, sel/- 
defence aud self-presercation a3 a nation or a state ; 
or, in other words, PROTECTION—iMMEDIATE, 
INSTANTANEOUS PROTECTION lo the exposed feeble 
members of the community from savage war. Yes, 
sir, immediate, instantaneous protection by the mili- 
tary officer intrasted with the command ef the parti- 
cular section of country threatened with savage 
attack—until relieved before the enemy by the new 
commander. 

** Let us look into a few of the principal features 
of the case, in question, and see what would probably 
have been the effect of a contrary rule of conduct on 
my part. In command of the Western Department, 
{ had met, at New Orleans, intelligence of a great 
and unleoked for disaster having occurred upon the 
left wing ef my department, far distant from the seat 
of the Federal Government, from whence alone 
could { hope to receive new ocders, or special in- 
structions, more applicable to the case in all its bear- 
ings, than the orders of the President embraced in my 
commission to serve the United States diligently as 
a general efficer—with the erders which he had 
given me TO COMMAND THE WESTERN DEPART- 
MENT. An important white settlement within my 
department was reported to be OVERRUN, SACKED, 
and puRNT; a U.S. agent of Indian afiairs, and 
eight valuable officers, and ninety-eight faith{ui sol- 
diers, with many worthy frontier citizens, killed, 
and their property stolen or destroyed; aud | was 
aware that most of the neighboring military posts, 
namely, Forts Brooke, King, Drane, and Key West, 
all within my military department, were without 
any other works of defence than such as an efficient 
force of five hundred men might have taken and de- 
stroyed in a few hours, with little loss or risk on 
their part—the garrison of (wo of those posts (Fort 
King and Key West) being insulficient for their de- 
fence. I was, moreover, apprized that there were 
but about six hundred trvops of the regular army at 
that time in Florida, and that these were separated 
by a wilderness, supposed ‘to be vccupied by the 
enemy, comprehending bear twenty thousand square 
miles, extending near two hundred and filty miles 
from north to south, and from ene hundred and 
twenty to forty miles from east to west—with our 
six hundred regulars stationed at the opposite angles 
and sides of this extensive wilderness, without dis- 
posable force sufficient to ensure a concentration at 
any one important vulnerable point from one side of 
the wilderness in question to the other, without the 
most imminent danger of having such force de- 
stroyed in its movements to the point of concentra- 
tion. The destruction of the brave but unfortunate 
Major Dade, with his heroic officers and men, af- 
fords an impressive lesson upon this view of the sub- 
ject, which no prudent American soldier or citizen 
should ever lose sight of. Under these circumstan- 
ces, what was the duty of the commander of the 
Western Department? What, I ask, was the proper 





' course for me to pursue? These questions may be 
most readily answered by asking another—What had 
I promised upon my oath to do? Fhad promised 
upon ny oath, prescribed by law, ‘to bear true faith 
and allegiance to the United States of America, and 
to serve them henestly and faithfully against their 
/enetuies or opposers whomsoever, and to observe and 
| Obey the orders of the President of the United States, 
jand the orders of the officers appointed over me, ac- 
cording to the Rules and Articles of War.’ 

“7 had with me my sword and my commission, 
|with the orders of the President of the United 
States to ** command” this department. Now it is 
well known that for me to command a military de- 
partment, or any particular section of country upon 
the frontier, great or small,is,in a plain military 
isense, so to order and employ the men and means 
| confided to my direction as to protect our own people 
ofthe United States upon that section of frontier, 
| ‘against their enemies or opposers whomsoever,’ a8 
‘set forth in the aforementioned oath; and if it bein 
| me of war, to continue so to command until duly 
(relieved by the new commander—iN His OWN 
PROPER PERSON—anil on the theatre of war. 

“In failing te comply with this sacred injunction, 
I well knew that I might thereby have suffered the 
enemy to kill great numbers of the citizens and 
troops, in addition to those already slain, within the 
limits of my command, and burn their houses, and 
take their property. It was my bounden duty, there- 
fore, without waiting for new orders oc special in- 
structions, to collect together any disposable force 
found within my department, which I might deem 
sufficient to enable me promptly to strike at the ene- 
my, and if possible subdue them, or check their de- 
vastations, until the President should have notice of 
them, and of my efforts to arrest them, aud then 
give such new orders as he might think fit. 

* But, it is contended, principally indeed by those 
who have proven themselves to be better qualified 
fur the quiet vocation of a writing-desk than the 
turbulent scenes of an Indian war, that I ought te 
have abandoned the expedition at Pensacola, be- 
cause I received, on my arrival at that city, your 
letter, notifying me—not that General Scott had 
actuatly arrived at the theatre of the war in Florida, 
but that he had been ordered thither by the Secretary 
of War! But little reflection is necessary to see the 
fallacy of this closet-view of the subject. 4 had ¢m- 
barked, pursuant to my letter of the 2d February, 
addressed ‘to General Clinch, or the officer com- 
manding the forces assembling on the northeast 
border of East Florida,’ with a view to co-operate 
with that officer in subduing the enemys I had more- 
over given a pledge to the principal force then with 
me—the Louisiana volunteers-—that I would not re- 
quire them to go further than I would myself go, and 
that I would stand by them as long as they would 
stand by me, in lringing the war to an honorable 
close. | had thus promised, on the 2d February, 
with a force of seven hundred men, so to co-operate 5 
this force had been fortunately increased before the 
embarcation was effected to near one thousand one 
hundred men. With this tery respectable force em- 
barked, and in its movement for Tampa bay, and 
within two days’ march (by steam) of that place, I 
received at Pensacola the notification from you that 
General Scott had been ordered by the Secretary of 
War to that part of my command to which 1 was, 
under the above-inentioned circumstances, destined. 
But what assurance could 1 have had that he was 
there? Did you notify me that he was at the post 
of honor assigned to him by the Secretary of War, or 
that ‘such arrangements had been made as affarded 
reasonable ground to hope that General Scatt would 
be prepured soon tu breast the storm of savage deso- 
lation, and protect from the scalping-kunife and fire- 
brand the helpless citizens of both sexes and of all 
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protector? Did you te'l me that Oceola and his war- | 
chiefs had given to the Presiveut satisfretory assur- 
ances that they woukd suspend their massacres and 
conflagrations until General Scott should conuplete 
his plan of operations, and be quite ready to subdue 
them? No such thing ts found in your better. Ivor 


had I any reason, from the previous Northern or | 


Western wilderness movements of that olitcer, to 
anticipate any thing like a protipt movement on his 
part into the wilds of Florida, longer than he should 
find himself and his forces and supplics propelled by 
steam power.” 

I repeat, sir, F had been notified, net that General 
Scott was there, but that he had been ordered thither; 
I was assured, not that Oceola and his ferocious 


ciieftains and braves had promised to suspend their 
wonted havoc until General Scott should have 


full leisure to mature his plan of operations, and be 
quite ready to surround and annihilate the enemy 3) 
but was simply notifsed that this officer was ordered 
to extend his operations into my department, with-| 
out regard to imagiuary lines. It is here proper, | 
and essential to my complete vindication, to advert! 
to the well known fact, that, on e@ previous occasion, | 
when General Scott was ordered into my department | 
against the Black Hawk and bis red warviors, that | 


efficer did pot arrive at the theatre of the war until ( 


the enemy had been met and beaten by the gallant: 
troops headed by the commander of the right wing 
of my department, now a ineimber of this Court, | 
seconded and sustained by another member of this) 
Court, with Taylor of the United States army, and 
Dodge of the volunteers. Major General Scott, 
with his troops, did certainly move with very con- 
siderable rapidity from Albany, N. ¥ , to Chicago, | 
at the southern extremity of Lake Michigan, as'| 
long as he was propelled by sleam-power, but when 
this mighty power could no longer be rendered sub- 
servient to his movement, the General, witha large 
portion of his army, fell prostrate upon the threshold 
of the then theatre of the war, afflicted with disease, 
and mortified that they were thus deprived of the 
professional gratification of leading in the vigorous 
chase, and winning the honors of the victory which 
ensued. He arrived at the theatre of that war, net 
until after the enemy had been subdued, and in time 
onfy to perform the diplomatic duties assigned to 
him by the Secretary of War. 

I was warranted, therefore, by his Northwestern 
tardy movements, and misfortunes, in the appreben- 
sion that the samme ofhcer might possibly be tardy 
and unfortunate while in quest of Southern laurels. 
But it was enough for me to know, as | did full well 
know, that, even had each one of us, with our troops, 
been blessed with the unerring means of Dying 
rapidly as an eagle to the protection of the suffering 
frontier, it were better to “‘make assurance doubly 
sure,” and for each of us thus to hasten our move- 
ments thither, than that any possible chance of a 
failure to afford timely protection should be hazard- 
ed; and hazarded, too, by uncalled for haste in my 
complying with a notification or suggestion like that 
which met me at Pensacola from Adjutant General 
Jones, requirit g no immediate action on my part— 
a notification which was obviously wrilten without 
any knowledge of the exlraordinary cireumstances 
and irrevocable arrangements which made it iny 
duty to proceed to Florida, and to act with all pos- 
sible effect in protecting the frontier inhabitants and 
subduing the enemy ; until these circumsiances and 
arrangements should be known to the Department ot 
War, and other measures be taken there; or until | 
should meet with the olficer authorized to relieve 
me ; or, finably, until L should beat the enemy and 
force them to sue for peace, as [ ultimately bad the 
satisfaction to do, between the 27th of February and 
6th of March, 1836, as the evidence upon your table 
abundantly proves; a fact to which I shall again 
advert somewhat more in detail. 


} 
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General Scott left Washington for East Florida on 
the 220 of January. On the 2d of Febraary he 
writes officially to Colonel Lindsay, and communi- 
cites his expectation of being in readiness to act de- 
cisively in East Viorida by the 25th of that month. 
When §f heard of his having been ordered to East 
| Florida, | made a siinilar calculation, and confident- 
ly expected to meet him about, or before that time, 
upon the theatre ef the war. I have shown to this 
Court my readiness and willingness to yield my 
commend to him, or to co-operate with him—leav- 
ing the election entirely to himselfi—my sole pur- 
pose being to afford protection to the frontier, by 
pacting immediately upon the enemy. If General 
Scott, in the full knowledze of his own resources, 


} 


|and with as ample authority as was ever furnished 
to any General in the field, was induced thus to an- 
ticipate the contemplated time of action in the ene- 
my’3s country, my own expectations in respect to 


| him can be regarded only as an evidence of my con- 


fidence in him, which His subsequent movements 
inost lamentably disappointed, with no fault of mine. 
Had he fulfilled my expectations, our two forces 
might have united in a most solemn duty upon the 
battle-ground of the gallant and lamented Dade; for 
it was upon the 20th of February I performed the 
deeply-ailecting duty of giving honorivele interment 
to the bodies of our military brethren, sacrificed 
lifty-two days before, by an overwhelming band of 
savages; and having thus united our forces at that 
melancholy scene, we might at one have directed 
our niarch upon the enemy, and crushed him at @ 
blow. 

But to return to the actual movements of General 
scott, Ee arrived at Picolata on the 2Ist of Feb- 
ruary, in advanee of his troops, and in advance of 
his transportation for his army. Oa the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, he hears of my arrival at Fort King, and ime 
inediately writes to the War Department a denunci- 
atory letter agamst me, formally reporting that my 
movement had thwarted his plan of campaign, and 


stating distinctly that his plan was to have marched 


upon the enemy on the Sth of March. 

I will pause here, to cal! the attention of the 
Court to this formal annunciation of his plan, and 
the defeat of it by my movemeut, in order to connect 
with it, in the view of the Court, the several pas- 
sages which I have cansed to be spread upon the 
record, abl taken from the original letters of Gene- 
ral Scott, wherein that General over and over again, 
reports officially to the War Department, that, of his 
means of transportation, * not a horse or a multe has 
arrived”—* not a wagon, &c., has arrived’”—* the 
steamboat Essayons, like every thing else left be- 
hind, has not arrived’’—the South Carolina troops 
have not arrived ;”” sometimes he writes, ‘they have 
not been heard of.” Captain Wharton and his dra- 
goons had not arived. Certain troops, that had ar- 
rived, had refused to be mustered into service, and 
thus crippled him to such an extent that, finally, the 
strong necessity of the case compelled him to lean 
upon the brave Louisianians and regulars under my 


‘command ; for, on the 6th of March, we find him 


still at Picalata, writing that, if the Louisiana troops, 
or those of General Gaines shall not be at Fort Drane, 
it will be indispensable for him to suspend his move- 
ments until the arrival of Captain Wharton. Ip 
his strong agony, General Scott, who had been di- 
rected to prosecute the war, and had authority to 
command into service men and means, was obliged 
formally to report that, unless the troops of General 
Gaines were at Fortr Dane, it would become indispen- 
sable for him to await the arrival of Captain Whar- 
ton. I have caused to be placed upon your record 
the official report, showmg that Captain Wharton 
did not reach Fort Drane until the 23d of March, 
Of course, by General Scott’s own showing, he 
could not have marched upon the enemy until that 
date; and it is upon your record that he did actually 
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move within three days afterit. So that. under no 
possible statement of facts, can it be made te appear 
that my movement delayed him over three days’ 
time. 

But, Mr. President, since I am upon this topic, I 
will proceed te show that he was not delayed, by 
my movement, even those three days. I refer yeu 
to General Scott’s own letters, written from Fort 
Drane—they are upen your record—reperting of- 
Hcially his ressons for assigning the 23th of March 
for the movement of,his division upon the Withla- 
coackhee. 

Among these reasons, General Scott dwells upon 
the necessity of fixing a day that late, in order to 
ve certain that General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay 
would be in positien. It is here to be remarked that } 
General Scotts plan contemplated a simultaneous 
movement from Fort Drane from the north, Velusia | 
from the east, and Tampa bay from the south. 
Hence. on a philosophical principle in determining 
the strength of a beam in architecture, that the 
weakest point in the beam is the measure of its 
streneth—en the fike principle, the slowest, most 
tardy, or most obstructed division of the three di- 
visions of the army advancing upon the Withla- 
coochee, must necessarily have determined the 
whole movement. That division wes not the right 
wing, at Fort Drane, into which my force had been 
merged, and which of course was the only one that 
could in any manner be delayed by my movement; 
but it was the left wing, at ‘Volusia, under General 
Eustis; for, I refer to your record again, where you 
will find an official letter from General Eustis to 
General Scott, reporting his fear that, with all his 
efforts, he might not be ale to reach Pelaklikaha 
before the 27th or 2Sth of March. In fact, Mr 
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d 
President, he did not arrive iz pesttion, (I use a 





favorite term of General Scott,) he did not arrive in 
position at Pelaklikaha, until the 3ist of March, 
where he should have been by the 27th of that month, 
in order te make a simultaneous movement upon the 
stronghold of the enemy with the other divisions of 
General Scott’s army. Thus I have shown that, 
while my troops made an essential portion of the 
right wing of General Scott’s grand ariny, without 
which that wing would have been the weakest of 
his three divisions, and altogether below the original 
design of General Scott, (owing to the disgust or | 
defection of a certain portion of the Georgia volun- | 
teers, who refused to be mustered into service,) yet 
that wing could not have been delayed more than 
three days; but what still more strikingly illustrates 
the perverse and untiring efforts of General Scott to 
throw the responsibility ef his delay upon my move- 
ment, I have shown that his left wing, that of Gene- 
ral Eustis, at Volusia, (and the zeal and energy of 
General Eustis have often been eulogized by Gene- 
ral Scott himself—see his report fromm Tampa bay,) 
the left wing, I repeat, was not able to get into posi- 
tion until the 3ist of March; whereas the right 
wing, embracing my command, was actually on 
the Withlacoechee, under General Scott’s orders 
on the 28th of that month. It is worthy of re- 
mark here, that General Scott, althouch he arrived 
as late as the 28th of March on the Withiacoochee, 
had appointed the 25th for leaving Fort Drane. But 
itseems it rained on the 25th, and the movement was 
deferred that day, possibly because the little steam- 
boat Essayons was not there, with her comfortable 
cabin. It can hardly be urged that I caused it to 
rain on the day appointed for the march. The 25th 
being the day appointed for the movement, it may 
seem strange that the “right wing” did not reach 
the Withlacoochee until the evening of the 28th, a 
period of four days—the distance being less than 
thirty-five miles. Every previous movement be- 
tween Fort Drane and the Withlacoochee had been 
accomplished in a day and half; tut, as soon as 
Genera] Scott presented himself in person, it requir- 


ed four days (including the rainy 25th) to accom- 
plish the same march; and this fact presents a tangi- 
bie, palpable, undeniable instance of delay, that can 
inne manner be attributed to me or to my move- 
ment. With what pretence, or with what shadow 
of reason, then, can it be asserted that my move- 
ments delayed those of General Scott? 

{ refer the Court to the testimony of General 
‘inch upon this point, and f will return again ta, 
General Scott at Picolata; apologizing te the Court 
for having feft him there so long, hastening, myself, 


. 


into the enemy’s country in advance of him—IJ can 


rf 
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‘only plead the force of habit. 


General Scott, as Ul have said, heard of my arrival 
at Fort King on the 26th of February, but made no 
movetnent frem Picolata until the Sth day of March, 
although he had reported, from Augustine, his ex- 
pectation of moving ky the 26th of February; and 
although he had also reported that his plan ef mov- 
ing on the 8th ef March had been thwarted by my 
march upon Fort King. Had he thus been ready, 
why did he net move? IT had the nen; he should 
have had the means. Had he been thus ready, it 
would have been a very simple matter to have left 
‘*in position”? at Picolata a portion ef his force, to 
be substituted by the treops of iy immrediate com- 
mand, at Fort King or at the Withlaceochee, and, 
taking up his means, have rashed to the theatre of 
the war, there to co-operate with me, or take com- 
mand of the troops, which I was always, from my 
first arrival in Florida, ready and willing to turn 
over to him, on finding him autherized and willing 
to employ them for the protection of the frontier and 
in subduing the enemy. Had he been thus ready 
for action, bis duty was plain; ifnot, what can jus- 
lify the persevcrancein wrong exhibited by the en- 


tire absence from your record of all explanation on 
his part. 


In ali that voluminous pile of papers apoa 
your table he no where has shown the magnanimity 
to correct the false impression te which he vainly 
gave currency with the sanction of his official sig- 
nature. But, Mr. President, I] will return to Pico- 
lata. Treally find itas dificult to remain there as 
General Scott did to getaway from there. It was oa 
the Ist of Marcn that General Scott, still at Pice- 
lata, received my cespatch from the Withlacoochee 
of the 29th of February, in which I suggest a co- 
operation from Fort Drain, in order to occupy both 
sides of the river af the same time—the enemy hav- 
ins shown so great facility in crossing that river, and 
requesting, as I did, a supply of 6,000 rations. 

it isimportant for the Court to bear in mind that 
my despatch of the 29th ef February was received 
by General Scott on the 2d of March; and also im- 
portant to bear in mind that my despatch of the 28th 
of February, making precisely the same call for sup- 
plies as that of the 29th, was received by General 
Scott on the ist of March. I now pass to the 9th of 
March, and I request the Judge Advocate to read 
the official letter of General Scott of that date, writ- 
ten between Picolata and Garey’s ferry. 

In the letter just now read General Scott declares 
he had not received any information of the operations 
on the Withlacoochee of a date later than the 29th 
of February, (referring to my despatch,) either of- 
ficial or otherwise. Te goes on to state that, on the 
inorning of the 9th, he heard of a certain rumor by 
a steamboat—a rwnor by a steamboat !—-which rumor 
he states was confirmed by letters received by him 
six hours tater, and he refers to the letters. In order 
to ascertain the character of that raaor, I desire the 
Judge Advocate to read the two letters referred te 
by General Scott. They are from Major Lytle, pay- 
master of the army ; a most gallant and distinguish- 
ed volunteer aid-de-camp to General Clinch ia the 
memorable fight of the 31st of December, 1835. 

Mr. President, in neither of these letters is there 
any allusion to any rumor whatever. Major Lytle, 
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with all possible business-like brevity, simply commu- 
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nicates to General Scott the fact that General Clinch, 
with the troops at Fort Drane, had gone down to the 
Withlacoochee to escort supplies of provisions and 
ammunition to General Gaines. The Court will not 
fail to remark that, in both letters, the same phraseol- 
ogy is used in allusion to General Clinch’s move- 
ment. He had gone down to escort supplies. There 
is not one word about any matter foreign to that ob- 
ject, in confirmation of any rumor whatever ; and 
in neither of these Setters from Major Lytle, ex- 
pressly referred to by General Scott, is there the re- 
motest hint of necessity for a rescue on the Withla- 
coochee. Yet General Scott officially reported to 
the War Department that he is moving to the rescue 
of General Gaines ; and, to convey an idea of the 
imminent danger of General Gaines, he reports that, 
of some 240 men ordered on trom Picolata, ** even 
that small force may arrive in time to render essen- 
tial service.” 

I must stop here to remark that this letter from 
General Scott, together with others from the same 
source, was published, as | have recently understood, 
in all the principal newspapers in the country, and 
was calculated, if not expressly designed, to misre- 
present my efforts to put an end to the war, and to 
heap calumny and disgrace upon me and the force 
under my command, as far as the reckless author and 
publisher had weight of character to give effect to 
their official calumnies. 

This remarkable rescue-letter, I go on to observe, 
was written upon the receipt of two letters froin 
Major Lytle, in which that officer reports, in the 
simplest manner, without hurry, without urgency, a 
movement of General Clinch in escort of supplies 
to General Gaines. But this is not all of Major Ly- 
tle’s communications. He proceeds to inform Gen- 
eral Scott that General Clinch expected to return by 
the 9th day of the month. In so simple and unso- 

histicated a light was that movement regarded by 
ajor Lytle, and by General Clinch himself, that, 
without calling uvon General Scott for aid of any 
sort, either of men or supplies, he communicates the 
expectation of General Clinch, that he would return 
to Fort Drane by the 9th of March—the very day of 
the writing by General Scott of the rescue-letter. 
At the very moment of writing that letter, so studi- 
ously worded toconvey the idea of my being in dan- 
ger, and of his, General Scott’s, hastening, in defi- 
ance of his plans of campaign, to my rescue, had he 
honestly read the letters of Major Lytle, he would 
have seen that General Clinch was probably back 
again at Fort Drane with his escort, as he had ex- 
pected to be on the 9th, and as, in point of fact, he 
was on the llth of March. But this is not all— 
worse, much worse, remains to be told; for, on re- 
ferring again to the letters of Major Lytle, it will 
be seen that, in a postscript, in a mere memorandum, 
so little importance did he attach to it, he refers to a 
third express having been received from General 
Gaines, but describes it as a mere copy of the pre- 
vious despatch of the 28th of February. The Court 
will now see why I desired its attention to the fact 
that the despatch in question had been received by 
General Scott on the Ist cf March. The very iden- 
tical information upon which the rescue-letter was 
written, so far as it called upon General Scott for 
aid, had been received, as early as the Ist of March. 
But how was it acted upon at that time? This Court 
and my country shall see. I request the Judge Ad- 
vocate to read the letters from General Scott to Gen- 
eral Clinch of the Ist and 4th of March, 1836. 

In these letters, the Court will not perceive any 
thing like Aastening to the rescue. Very far from 
it. The truth is, General Scott, at this stage of the 
business, imagined he had it in his power, not indeed 
to starve me and my command in my position on the 
Withlacoochee, but to starve me out of it—calling 
me an interloper, and using, in connexion with my 
name, an expression of indignation. His indigna- 
tion /! 








** When Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, 
that he stood not up, nor moved for him, be was full 
of indignation against Mordecai.” 

My accuser, Major General Winfield Scott, com- 
manded General Clinch to afford me no supplies, 
and prohibited his making any detachment to me. 
There are the evidences upon your table, in the 
hand-writing of General Scott. Let him escape from 
the consequences if he can. For the honor of my 
country I could wish it were possible ; but, with 
every allowance that can be made, there must ine- 
vitably be in reserve a blank-leaf in the annals of 
war to be foully blotted with the story of that trans- 
action. 

I proceed. After attempting to starve me out of 
my position, and force me back upon Fort Drane—a 
movement that must have been fatal to the’security 
of the then recently bleeding frontier of Florida— 
my accuser quietly waited, in security himself, at 
Picolata, from the Ist till the 9th of March, beyond 
all doubt hoping daily to hear of my disgrace, and 
not of the defeat of the Indians. On the 9th of the 
month, instead of hearing the Jong and anxiously- 
looked-for intelligence of my retreat, he received 
two letters from Major Lytle, reporting incidentally 
the information that had been received by him (Gen- 
eral Scott) as early as the Ist of the month, without 
inducing the smallest effort at a rescue, with the ad- 
dition that Clinch, in defiance of his orders, and, be- 
yond all doubt, in contempt of them, had gone 
down—not with a force to the rescue, but in com- 
mand of an escort with supplies; and, if need be, to 
fight his way to the position which he knew, and 
General Scott knew, from my despatch of the 29th 
of February, I had deemed it proper to maintain, 
where I could hold the enemy in check, and where 
I ultimately subdued them, and forced them to sue 
for peace. What could General Scott see in the 
movement of the noble-hearted Clinch, taken in con- 
trast to his own heartless inactivity, but disgrace for 
himself? And how clearly does it prove the truth 


_of my remarks to the officers of my command upon 


the Withlacoochee, which you have in evidence, 
that, in failing to move, upon the receipt of my des- 
patch, he could not but commit suicide upon his re- 
putation ! 

I have not introduced these letters and remarks 
for the purpose of throwing blame upon General 
Scott. That a deep and abiding odinm must indeed 
attach to him, upon this showing of the case, is a ne- 
cessary Consequence, but not the object, of this ex- 
position. 

General Scoit, by the letters here exhibited, had, 
and intended to have had, a powerful effect, not only 
upon my movement, but upon my reputation; and 
down to this day his reports and his showing have 
had almost exclusive possession of the public atten- 
tion, excepting, indeed, upon the Southern and 
Sowthwestern frontier, where my conduct has been 
witnessed and approved. 

But there is still another letter which must pass 
under ny examination ; and well would it have been 
for General Scott had he never written it. 

I remained on the Withlacoochee until the 10th of 
March, and moved to Fort Drane on the 11th, where 
I remained until near 10 o’clock on the 14th. Gen- 
eral Scott arrived at that place on the 13th with a 
mounted escort, having been four days in travelling 
65 miles, maving, be it remembered, ‘to the rescue 
ef General Gaines.” 

I will here take occasion to contrast with his res- 
cue-tnarch of about 15 miles a day, the movement 
of an efficient officer in a recent case. Dur- 
ing the past summer, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
Pierce, then a major, being at Garey’s ferry, on 
Black creek, a point at a distance from Fort Drane 
the same as that of Picolata, (about 65 miles, as 
shown by one of the letters of Major Lytle,) re- 
ceived by express, at 10 o’clock at night, intelli- 
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gence of a movement of troops upon Fort Drane, 
and calling on him for supplies. This call was 
promptly met by Colonel Pierce. He mounted his 
horse; packed his supplies ; paraded his small body 
of troops as an escort, and, at 2 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, but four hours after the receipt of the express, 
he was on his way to Fort Drane, and, pushing on 
with all his ability, arrived there the following even- 
ing; having in two days accomplished the march, 
65 miles, escorting at the time a baggage-train with 
supplies for the troops commanded by Governor 
Call. Will it be said that General Scott was without 
the means of transportation? Although much ofthat 
which he had ordered from Savannah had not arriv- 
ed, yet the baggage-train of General Clinch from 
Fort Drane had reachec Picolata on the 2d of March, 
the very day on which my despatch of the 29th Fe- 
bruary was received by General Scott at Picolata. 
The baggage-train was, however, there detained un- 
til the 6th of the month, when it was allowed to meve 
slowly to Fort Drane, where it arrived on the 10th 
or 11th of March. Besides, some of his own wag- 
ons had arrived from Savannah, and there wasa 
mounted corps of about 360 men then at Garey’s fer- 
ry, every horse of which, in case of need, was avail- 
able as a pack or draught animal. There must also 
have been in Picolata and the neighborhood some 
horses, nules, wagons, and carts within reach; and 
the town of St. Augustine was but eighteen miles 
distant. 

The river St. John’s, which is supposed to be near 
3,000 yards wide at Picolata, may have been a little 
boisterous ; but there was a steamboat at Picolata, 
and it is apparent, from the testimony of Captain 
Drane, that this small steamboat, (the Essayons,) 
aided by a common ferry-boat, would cross with 
supplies in any state of the winds or weather. But 


it seems, from General Scott’s statements inhis letters | ed the council. 





| 


Fort Drane, and entirely accessible to General Scott. 
He did not send for, norconsult, any one of those of- 
ficers, but made the statement contained in his letter 
upon some carefully-concealed anonymous autho- 
rity, which however he endorses. Of those officers 
who were at the council, you have, upon your re- 
cord, the testimony of Captain Hitchcock, my act- 
ing inspector general, who had my immediate in- 
structions in conducting the council on my part 
You have also two letters from two of the other of 
ficers, in all material respects coincident with the 
testimony of Captain Hitchcock. The fourth officer, 
you have itin evidence, was not applied to fora state- 
ent, because his place of residence was not known 3 
but Captain Thistle has sworn to the belief of that 
officer in the sincerity of the Indians. 

The Court will pardon my dwelling a moment 
upon the extraordinary fact that General Scott, at 
Fort Drane, should have carefully avoided every 
known and acknowledged source of correct infor- 
mation upen the subject, and officially have given 
the sanviion of his name to a statement utterly at va- 
riance with truth, and that statement not merely cal- 
culated or intended to degrade me individually, but 
to fix a stain upon the American arms. That Gene- 
ral Scott could, by any force of prejudice, passion, 
envy, or disappointment, be induced to place on re- 
cord in the archives of the War Department a state- 
ment calculated ordesigned to Cisgrace his profession 
and country in my person, without making the least 
exertion to obtain the truth from those only who 
were acquainted with it—I mean th? officers at the 
council—is a most astonishing instance of folly and 
malice. 

General Scott states that I opened the negotiation 
with the Indians. You have it on record, gentlemen 
of the Court, that the Indians, and not myself, open- 
It was the Indiatis who sought the 


before referred to, that he was satisfied with the plea interview with me at Camp Izard, and the very first 
that the river was rough and difficult to cross from | declaration they made was, that they did not wish to 
the 2d to the 6th of March; and hence it was that, ! fight any more—that they had hard fighting enough, 


instead of my supplies being promptly forwarded by |and wanted to make peace. 


the baggage-train of General Clinch, its movement 
was suspended for four days’ time, to enable Gene- 
ral Scott to accomplish his starving-scheme of the 
Istand 4th of March, and then to get up his rescue- 
scheme. 

I come now to a new exhibition of the evil geni- 
us of General Scott, which I will take leave to de- 
signate his sortie-scheme. For this purpose, I request 


the Judge Advocate to read the official letter of Gen- | 


eral Scott to the Adjutant General, dated at Fort 
Drane the 14th March, 1836. 

The Court must perceive in this letter the obvious 
spirit of the rescue-letter, exaggerated to an amaz- 
ing enormity. In this letter General Scott, believ- 
ing that he had access to the public through the habit 
of publishing official correspondence at Washington, 
availing himself of this advantage, misrepresenting 
the facts connected with my movement, and defam- 
ing, or attempting to defame, my public and military 
character—he deliberately states, and certifies that 
he has it upon good authority, that I had opened a 
communication with the Indians on the Withlacoo- 
chee ; that the Indians were stipulating that the With- 
Jacoochee should either be the temporary or perma- 
nent boundary between the red and white men, and 
he falsely records that, but for the timely arrival of 
General Clinch, he has no doubt General Gaines 
would have concluded a treaty upon one basis or the 
other ; stating, moreover, that the Indians had taken 
a position in my rear to intercept my retreat upon 
Fort Drane. 

General Scott wrote this sortie-letter at Fort 
Drane the 14th of March, where he had arrived on 
the 13th. From the time of his arrival until near 10 
o’clock on the morning of the 14th, (the date of his 
letter,) all the officers who were at the council with 
the Indians upon the Withlacoochee were present at 


} 





General Scott states 
that the Indians stipulated the possession of the coun- 
try, on their part, with the Withlacoochee as a boun- 
dary. The evidence on your record is in positive 
contradiction to that statement. Not oniy did they 
not make such a stipulation, but you have it in evi- 
dence that they were told over and over again that 
they would be compelled to submit to the whites. 
Well knowing, as General Scott must have known, 
that the Indians in the rear of my camp were under 
the protection of a white flag, he makes no hesita- 
tion in asserting that those Indians had assumed a 
position there for the purpose of intercepting my 
retreat. 

I will now pass from Fort Drane to this place, to 
show the perseverance by which General Scott, not 
satisfied with writing the letter of the 14th of March, 
comes before this Court, and voluntarily condescends 
to act over again that deliberate scheme of detrac- 
tion. 

General Scott has called before this Court, as a 
witness, a volunteer officer of my command on the 
Withlacoochee, who was not at the council, and 
could not, by any possibility, have been informed of 
the history of it in any other manner than by unau- 
thenticated camp stories. This ignorant man, whose 
detail of un*nportant particulars, carrying on their 
very face the evidence of their hearsay character, 
now encumbers your document, was permitted, I 
must think by some inadvertence of the Court, to 
place on the record his hearsay impressions of what 
passed at the council ; and upon this slender founda-~ 
tion—this shade of a shadow of evidence, General 
Scott has been willing to build the fabric of an ar. 
gument, when he had himself called before this 
Court, Captain Hitchcock, my acting inspector gen- 
eral, who conducted the council, and whose know: 
ledge of what occured must have been at least equal 
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to that of the volunteer officer, but who was not 
questioned by General Scott on that very important 
matter. It did not suit his purpose to place on the 
record the truth. Captain Hitchcock was here be- 
fore the Court, and a sworn witness; a letter attri- 
buted to him, giving an account of what occurred 
at the council, was laid before the Court, and Cap- 
tain Hitcheock, on being questioned on the points, 
answered that he wrote the letter, and that he was 
the staff officer alluded to in it, who conducted the 
eouncil. With all this before General Scott, and 
knowing, as he did, that nota single fact stated in 
the letter (such as the rule of evidence) could Ie- 
gally be used as testimony unlesssworn to, he failed 
to put a single question to the witness on the subject 
of the council. 

If, in speaking of the letters of the 9th and Ith 
of March,-[ use language of a strong, indignant 
tone, I have no other apology to offer than the deep 
provocation arising out of the character of the let- 
ters themselves. The starving-letters of the Ist 
and 4th of March, addressed to General * linch, 
though disgraceful in the highest degree, have not 
the peculiar atrocity which attaches to the rescue- 
letter of the 9th of March, and its postscriptum of 
the 14th of March. The starving-letters could only 
operate a temporary inconvenience, and, in fact, as 
they fell into the hands of a man like General 
Clinch, who despised them, they were powerless in 
their object, and the disgrace of their depravity 
must, of necessity, be visited upon their author. But 
the other letters, designed to work a disgrace upon 
the American arins, in my person, must, by the or- 
dinary course of things, if not checked and marked 
as I mark them, work evil in one of two ways: ei- 
ther they would be published by the War Depart- 
ment, as the official despatches from a commander 
in the field usnally are, and thus abuse and poison 
the public mind, certified to as they are by the offi- 
cial signature of the commander, and receiving ad- 
ditional strength from the channel through which 
they are given to the public, or they must be depos- 
ited in the archives of the Department of War, 


there to be covered up and concealed in their loath- | 


some enormity, for a time, until death shall remove 


the innocent victim of their falsehood, when some | 


curious searcher after materials for a history brings 
them to light, spreads them far and wide, and trans- 
mits them to posterity beyond the reach of contra- 
diction or question. 

In truth, one of the letters, that of the Sth of 
March, was published, as I understand, by the War 
Department and down to this day has been instru- 


mental in spreading the poison of its falsehood. Tlie | 


other, possibly from its very enormity, was not pub- 
lished, and was in a fair way to take the other chan- 
nel to posterity ; and, but for the investigations of this 
Court, might have reached, uncontradicted, its des- 
tination. 

Having shown, as I doubt not, to the satisfaction 
of the Court, that it was my right and my duty, un- 
der the deeply-afflictive circumstances of the case, 
(as the commander of the Western Department,) to 
collect together at New Orleans the force at my dis- 
posal, and make to General Clinch the solemn and 
irrevocable pledge contained in my letter of the 2d 
of February, 1836, to co-operate with him in subdu- 
ing the enemy, and for that purpose to march to Fort 
Brooke, and thence to Fort King; and, in pursuance 
of my plan of operations announced to that merito- 
rious officer in my letter of the 22d of February, 
**to search for the enemy until I should find them, 
and then BEAT them or be myself beaten,”’ and to 
continue my operations against them whithersoever 
they might go until | should subdue them, or until I 
should find General Scott at the theatre of the war, 
the only proper place for him to relieve me, or if he 
preferred it, to co-operate with me ; and that it was 
my right and my’ duty to avail myself of whatever 


SO ay 





SST 


supplies and foree f could find within the limits of 
iny departinent; it remains for me to show that, 
when so reinforced and replenished, it was my right 
aud my duty to continue my movement to the With- 
licoochee ; and, on meeting atthat place the enemy’s 
principal force, to fight them precisely as 1 did, ac- 
cording to my own plan and my own judgment, in 
the best possible way to subdue them effectually, and 
at the least possible risk of dispersing them, until the 
arrival of supplies and mounted force from Fort 
Drane, and to subdue them without the useless sacri- 
fice of my troops, who were always more than wil- 
ling to encounter every privation of food and rest, 
anv every danger. 

Mr. President, I affirm that there was no law, or- 
der, or regulation, tending to restrict me in the full 
and perfect right of meeting the enemy in the man- 
ner E met them at the Withlacoochee. The evidence 
of Colonel Twiggs, the efficient commander of the 
“light brigade,” General (acting Colonel) Smith, 
who would do honor to the command of any corps 
in the regular service, Captain Hitchcock, my ex- 
cellent acting inspector general, and Captain Mc- 
Call, my long-tried and faithful aid-de-eamp, officers 
who have proven themselves to possess a high grade 
of morat courage, and talents, and efficiency, (whose 
statements are in every material point in accordance 





with the recollections of every other intelligent of- 
ficer with me on the campaign, whose impressions 
were known to me.) concur in the fact that, in eve- 
ry conflict I had with the Indians | effected the ob- 
ject in view. 

In the first affair (on the 27th of February) I had 
ordered my rear-guard and baggage-train to halt at 
the nearest open plain adjacent to the river-ham- 
mock, and within 400 or 500 yards of the river, at 
General Clinch’s crossing place. My object was to 
examine the place, and then encamp for the night 
upon the open plain, where I had left my rear-guard 
and baggage. The river was examined and found 
| unfordable, when the action commenced. The river 
‘action continued across the river, where it was but 
| 25 to 30 yards wide, for some 30 to 40 minutes, and 
until the enemy’s slackened fire proved that they 
had principally retired from the conflict. The fight 
was withont a breastwork. The next day’s conflict 
took place about two anda half miles lower down 
the river, ata more convenient point for crossing. 
‘This fight also took place without a breastwork. 
| Here I deemed it proper to prepare canoes and other 
|means for crossing. These preparations could not 
|be completed until the 29th of February, when I 
| found undoubted evidence of the fact, which I had 
reason on the 25th to suspect, that I had be- 
fore me the principal force of the enemy, consist- 
ing, as I then believed, and as I do still believe, of 
inear fifteen hundred Indian and black warriors. It 
has been vaguely surmised by my accuser, who, at 
the time of the several conflicts, was then at Pico« 
‘tata, that the principal force of the enemy was not 
Sprang me at or near Camp Izard. The principal and 

most intelligent officers of my command concurred 
vith me in opinion, (see the testimony of Colonel 
Twiggs, General Smith, Captain Hitchcock, and 
Captain Mc€all;) and upon this point permit me 
to ask, if the principal force of the enemy was not 
before me on the 29th of February, where is a sha- 
dow of proof to be found that any considerable por- 
tion of the enemy was on that day, or for weeks af- 
ter that time, at any other place than the Cove or 
Withlacoochee swamps, near Camp Izard ? 

I then deemed it proper, a8 stated in my commu- 
nication to General Clinch, to await the arrival of 
that officer to General Scott, with mounted force and 
supplies, as I felt convinced that these officers would 
gladly hasten to the theatre of action, having a few 
days previously seen a letter in the hands of Gene- 
ral Clinch, written by General Scott, expressing a 
wish to know where the principal force of the enemy 
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could be found. I could not doubt that, as he had gable evidence that the enemy were subdued and 
arrived safely at Picolata, the termination of steam sued for peace, I cannot but anticipate the expression: 
navigation. and but two days’ ride distant, he wonld of an opinion by this Court approving my conduct, 
come promptly to the place, where I was convinced and awarding to my accuser the marked rebuke 
that, with the aid of a small corps of mounted men, | which his numerous vindictive accusations, in his 
either of us could have put an end to the war before several letters and orders upon the subject, so loudly 
the 20th of March. My “ Order No. 7,” of the 9th call for. It is obvious, from the labored and long- 
of March, gives a concise outline of the result of continued efforts of General Scott to distort the facts 
my operations. Compare that * Order” with the connected with iy measures on the Withlacoochee, 
testimony to which | have referred, and you cannot that he must have felt convinced that nothing short 
fail to find the facts, which | have in that order stated, | of my conviction of some great error or misconduct 
fully and completely established ; that, with the chi- could saye him from inevitable disgrace. Hence it 
valric Louisianians under General Smith, the brave | was that, after making use cf the most glaring and 
infantry and artillery under Colonel Foster and Ma- | clumsy pretexts to get up the starving-scheme of the 
jor Belton, the whol> forming the ‘light brigade”’| Ist and 4th of March, and then his rescue-scheme of 
under Colonel, acting Brigadier, Twiggs, I did ‘‘sub- | the 9th of March—after exhausting his powers in 
due the enemy, and did force them to sue for peace.”’ | vain to prevent General Clinch from furnishing me 
But this honorable Court is told—as the War De- | with supplies, the sortie-scheme was devised and put 
partment and the People of this nation have been | forth with a zeal and a perseverance which, if pro-~ 
told through a thousand channels, (2s corrupt as the | perly applied to preparatory measures and move-. 
spirit of party could render them)—that the enemy | ments against the enemy during the month of Feb- 
could not be sincere in their adisission that they |ruary and first five days of March, would probably. 
were tired of fighting, and that they wished to make | have contributed to enable that officer to relieve me,, 
peace: and for why? Because, forsooth, the alleged | and appropriate to himself the honors of subduing 
beating and suing for peace was accomplished with-| the enemy, and forcing them, as I did, to sue for. 
out my having made a sortie !—and that Major Gen- | peace. 
eral Winfield Scott said so !! Had General Scott arrived at Camp Izard at 9, 
The word sortie appears to have had in it for Gen-| o’clock on the night of the 5th of March, attended 
eral Scott a singular charm. He had seen my letter) only by his staff or a corporal’s guard, and an hour. 
of the 29th of February, stating that J had abstained | after his arrival the black herald of the enemy had 
and should abstain from a sortie, until I heard from | announced to him, as in point of fact he did to me, 
him or General Clinch. He appears thus to have | that the Indians did not want to fight any more, and 
taken up the idea of a sortie ; and, instead of reason- | desired to come in on the next morning and shuke.- 
ing as I did, and as every man of sound principles! hands and make peace ; and had their chiefs the next 
and military mind would, he endeavors to torture it; morning approachec the camp with a white flag and 
into an accusation against me. Who authorized | stated to General Scott, as they did to me, that they 
General Scott to animadvert upon my measures in| were tired of fighting, and having had many of theig. 
the command of my department? Mr. President,| warriors killed and others disabled by wounds, and 
do you, does the Court know of any law or authority | therefore wished to make peace and fight no more— 
by which that officer could properly interfere with!|can this honorable Court doubt but that Generak 
me, or himself sitin judgment upon my conduct?) Scott’s modesty would have yielded to such an ap» 
No such authority ever existed. He was never) peal? Can it be doubted that General Scott would, 
authorized to command me. He was authorized to | in so trying an emergency, have argued himself into, 
extend his uperations into my department; and it is| the conclusion that Ais arrival in camp had electri« 
in proof before this Court that I was ready and wil- | fied the savage foe, and induced them to sue to him 
ling to place under his command the forces near me, | for peace?’ Extravagaut as such a conclusion would 
whenever he appeared in person, teady and willing | certainly have been, under all the circumstances of- 
to command those forces ; but | knew two well what) the case, it would have been viewed by me asa very 
was due to them, the frontier, the service, and my | trivia! fault compared with the atrocious fraud and 
own reputation, to abandon them before the enemy, | perfidy practised by that officer upon his Govern- 
merely upon the receipt of a report that he was or- | ment and country, the army and myself, and, though 
dered on to take charge of the war, when I had also/| last not least in point of atrocity, upon the deceived 
learned, that he had halted for some ten or twelve|and miserable Indians: first, by a false and malici« 
days, sixty miles from my departinent. This Court} ous statement, in his letter tu the Adjutant General 
is in possession of the first and only authority ever| of the 14th of March, [see page 602 ;] and, seconds 
given to any officer or tribunal to call in question | ly, disregarding my arrangements with the Indians, 
or animadvert upon my conduct in relation to the|and vainly attempting to get up an extermining war 
Seminole war. This Court possesses the precise | against them. 


power comprehended in the orders given by the| Pup Sparvinc-LETTER oF MARCH 1. 1836 
President, to inquire into the causes of the failure of ‘ . 


the campaigns against the Seminole Indians. Gen. Scott to Gen. Clinch, (doc. Wo. 60,) dated 
Mr. President: Your powers in reference to my PicoraTa, March 1, 1836, 
movements in East Florida hath this extent—no ‘** By the arrival, at daylight this morning, of the 
more. If you find that, by any omission, or by any | express from Fort Drane, I have your note of yes- 
act of mine, a failure ensued in any one of the cam- | terday’s date, accompanied by a letter to you from 
paigns against the Seminole Indians in the year 1836, | Major General Gaines, dated the day before. 
it is your duty to mark and to animadvert on such| “I regret, in every point of view, the premature 
act or omission. But even this Court has no right to/ and unauthorized movement from Tampa bay, made 
animadvert on, or object to any such omission as that | by that General, and the very awkward and respons 
which General Scott has thus condemned, namely, | sible position he has placed himself in by his subse- 
the omission to make a sortie, unless, indeed, this| quent march from Fort King. I presume that, as 
Court can upon its oath say, in the spirit of the or- linstructed, you sent him my Order No. 4, dated the 
der, that such omission to make a sortie tended in| 26th ultimo. By that he saw that if the troops he 
some way to occasion a failure. But, when it is ob-| brought with him from Tampa bay could not be sub- 
vious from the testimony upon your table a sortie} sisted at Fort King, by means of supplies derived 
would have been attended with no possible benefit | from this place, through the Ochlawaha, it was ex- 
to the service, and that it might, on the contrary,| pressly commanded that the column should march to 
have contributed to disperse the enemy, whilst the | Volusia without delay, where subsistence in abund- 
denounced act of omission was followed by irrefra- |ance would be immediately provided. But be had, 
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Drane a large part of the subsistence relied upon for 
a more systematic course of operations, and decamp- 
ed. The order, however, | take it for granted, was 
sent after him, and in time to reach him within 
twenty miles of Fort King. In any event, the re- 
sponsibility of his movements, and actual position, fs 
his own; for he must have known, as early as the 
10th ultimo, if not before, that I had been charged 
with the general direction of the war in Florida, and 
that, by interfering, he constituted himself an cn- 
terloper. 

“Even if you had sufficient stores on hand, and 
means of transportation, I should, under the circum- 
stances, command you to send no subsistence to him 
unless to prevent starvation ; but you have neither. 
Let him, therefore, in time, extricate himself from 
the embarrassment he has placed himself in by 
marching upon Voluisa,* where I have no reasun to 
doubt that 20,000 rations, sent hence on the 27th ul- 
timo, have safely arrived. As he appears to have a 
retreat open to him, or is in no peril to prevent his 
taking that step, you, of course, will make no de- 
tachment or movement to join him.f 

** The train you have ordered hither is expected 
to night: as yet, we have here but few wagons to 
add to your numbers. The whole train shall be im- 
mediately loaded with subsistence and sent back to 
Fort Drane. I have only time to say that, should 
the troops under Major General Gaines be compelled | 
to march back to Fort King, or to Fort Drane, in- 
stead of proceeding to Volusia, as heretofore com- 
manded, and as I still wish that they should do, on 
account of the extreme difficulty of sending subsist- 
ence to your neighborhood, you will only issue ra- 
tions to them for their current subsistence, and not 
for further false expeditions. 

‘* As the first consequence of the arrival of the 
troops from Tampa bay to Fort King, and the de- 
mand upon Fort Drane for subsistence, I was obliged 
to order back a battalion of Georgia volunteers, that 
had then been nearly two days in route to join you. 

‘* The company of mounted men from the same 
State, now on the opposite side of the river, refuse 
to be mustered into service, and refuset to come 
under the rules and articles of war. The other 
companies of the same battalion may follow their 
example ; if the do, I shall lose no time in ordering 
the whole back to their homes.§ 

** Major Gates, with his three companies, has not 
arrived, and I have no intelligence respecting the) 
United States dragoons, of a recent date. Finally, 
the horses for some days expected for Savannah have 
not arrived. These embarrassments may detain me 
here I know not how long. 

“ The left wing is moving upon Volusia with sys- 
tem and success. The South Carolina foot consti- 
tutes the advance, and I suppose the mounted regi- 
ment from the same State is now crossing the St. 
John’s at Jacksonville. 

** Send another copy of my Order No. 4 to Major 
General Gaines, and a copy of Order No. 1, which 
is enclosed for the purpose. The former is reiterat- 
ed so far as respects the march to Volusia, if this be 
practicable ; and enclose him a certified copy of this 
letter for his government and your justification. 

**T remain, in haste, 
** Your obedient servant, 
“ WINFIELD SCOTT. 





* This move would give the Indians the uninterrupted 
control of the frontier of Middle Florida. EE. P. G. 


+ Supplies could not be sent to me without the de- 
tachment or movement here forbidden. E, P. G. 


¢ And yet, whilst the troops near him are refusing to 
serve, he is giving orders for the troops in the field to 
he starved ! E. P. G. 


§ This is protecting the frontier, with a vengeance. 





a 





**P. S. [am instructed by Major General Scott to 
say that the quartermaster’s return did not accompa- 
ny your letter of the 27th ultimo. No return has 
been received of your ordnance, or ordnance stores, 
particularly the fixed ammunition for musekets. 
Please to send one. 

“ Respectfully, 
“A. VAN BUREN, 
** Aid-de-camp.” 

Tue STarvinG-LetTrer or Marcu 4, 1836. 

Gen. Scott to Gen. Clinch, (doc. No. 69,) dated 

* PrcoLaTa, March 4, 1836. 


**T still presume that Major General Gaines will 
be obliged to fall back to Fort Drane, which increases 
my anxiety to send the wagons (with some additions) 
loaded. I would prefer much that the force brought 
with him was back at Tampa bay, or rather, that it 
had not marched from that place ; provided that the 
movement fails to crush the enemy, or to terminate 
the war. The worst result, next to the loss of that 
Jine body of men, or a third of it, would be mere suc- 
cess in driving the enemy into the lower country, 
where I suppose it would be almost impossible for us 
to follow—I mean below the waters of Charlotte har- 
bor. Hence my indignation that an isolated attack 
should have been made from your vicinity, well 
calculated to produce that result, and ata time when 
you knew, and Major General Gaines must have 
known, through you, (and before,) that my plan, 
with ample means, was te move simultaneously upon 
the Withlacoochee, in three columns, from Tampa 
bay, the upper crossing on the Ochlawaha, and Fort 
Drane—so as to make it impossible for the enemy to 
escape to the lower country. 

“IT have not yet supposed that Major General 
Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King 
perfectly in his power. On account of subsistence, 
if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa 
bay, I should much prefer that his force should be 
there ; and when I wished him to march or send 
that force to Volusia, it was because it could be in- 
finitely more easily subsisted there than at Fort 
Drane. Should he, however, be in any difficulty 
in operating a retreat from the Withlacoochee, [ 
certainiy wish you to afford any succors that 
the slender means within your reach may allow; 
and this, doubtless, you would render without any 
special permission to that effect. If the force re- 
turn to Fort Drane or King, it must be sustained 
for at least five or six days from the means de- 
rived from this place; and hence, I now prefer 
that it should become a part of the right wing rather 
than take that quantity of subsistence from you, and 
march back to Tampa bay.” 


Gen. Scott to the Adj. Gen’l (doc. No. 68,) dated 


*“ PicoLaTA, March 6, 1836. 


**T at length know that the South Carolina mount- 
ed regiment reached Jacksonville yesterday. It is 
destined to make part of the left wing. 

** Besides, Brigadier General Eustis has necessari- 
ly been compelled to wait for the South Carolina 
mouuted regiment, which cannot reach St. Augus- 
tine before the day after to-morrow, and Volusia be- 
fore the 12th. 

‘* If the column under Major General Gaines had 
fallen back upon Fort Drane or King, the right wing 
‘would have wanted nothing but subsistence, and the 
forces now in this vicinity, and known to be com- 
ing up, to act with vigor and effect. 

“To add to my numerous vexations, the wagons 
reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in the 
Arctic have been left behind. 

**I send no more troops, for the present, to Fort 
Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting 
them there. Zf Major General Gaines shall not fall 
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Aid-de-camp Van Buren to the Adjutant General, 
(doc. Vo. 97,) dated 


Fort Drane, March 25, 1836. 
«¢ Captain Wharton, with his detachment of dra- 
goons, reached this the day before yesterday.” 


GENERAL Scotr’s Rescukr-LETTER, MARCH 9, 
1836. 
General Scott to the Adjutant General, (document 
Vo. 71,) dated 
‘BETWEEN PIcOLATA AND GAREY’s FERRY, 
*“« March 9, 1836. 

**] have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’s 
ferry, on Black creek, with two companies of regu- 
Jars, and intending to take wiih me, from the latter 
place, the small battalion of mounted Georgians, 
(heretofore mentioned, ) under the command of Ma- 
jor Douglass. Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at 
the head of the first detachment, and the two, toge- 
ther, may make a total of about 240; but even this 
small force may be important to rescue Major Gen- 
eral Gaines. 

‘| had not received the slightest information of 
the operations on the Withlacoochee (official or 
otherwise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo, up 
to this morning, and had concluded that he had ef- 
fected his march, with more or less success against 
the enemy, upon Tatnpa bay, when, at day-light, the 
steamer that [ am ‘now in arrived aud brought the | 
rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompany- 
ing notes from Paymaster Lytle, received about six 
hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor, 
I immediately commenced preparations for this 
movement; but, being delayed by the necessity of 
unlading and relading the boat, I am now at anchor 
at the mouth of Black creek. I hope to put the 


--t—__ —- 


means of taking with them rations for more than six 
days. 

“I beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my 
great deficiency in the means of transportation : 

** 1. The wagons and horses, which | knew Brig- 
adier General Clinch to possess early in February, 
have been more broken down by hard service and 
had roads than I had expected to find them. 

**2. [ had, upon what was considered in Georgia, 
and even in Picolata, the best information, confi- 
dently relied upon the use of the Ochlawaha as late 


'as the 2d instant. 


‘© 3. No bacon has arrived, and the difference be- 
tween it and pork, including wood and brine, is fifty 
per centum against the latter.* 

** 4. The wagons purchased at Charleston and Au- 
gusta, by Assistant Quartermasters L’Engle and Pey- 
ton, are generally poor, and many of them unser- 
viceable. 

“5. The six or ten wagons actually reported to. 
have been shipped at Baltimore in, I think, the Arc- 
tic, with Major Gates, were all left behind. 

** 6. Of the 19,000¢ rations known to be at Fort 
Drane, about the 25th ultimo, nearly the whole have 
been drawn by a force not expected by the Govern- 
ment or myself to appear in that quarter. 

** And, 7. Nota horse for the baggage-train left 
by me at Savannah, or which I have since ordered 
to be purchased by Assistant Quartermaster Dim- 
mock, has arrived in Florida. 

“On the 2Ist ultimo, when I was but twenty 
hours from Savannah, I sent back, by a steamer that 
was met, an order to Lieutenant Dimmock to ship 
about 50 horses for the baggage train to Picolata. 
This order was strongly reiterated by a return 





troops in march, from Garey’s ferry, early in the 
day to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with asmall 
escort the day following. Itis possible that even 
these little detachments of horse and foot may reach 


the Withlacoochee in time to render a valuable ser- | 


vice. 

“TI am aware that the movement I am making may 
be condemned, if regarded in any other light than a 
rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted 
regiment only arrived at St. Augustine last night, 
and this morning, and consequently the let wing 
cannot be in force on the Ochlawaha, in the di- 
rection of Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or with 
the enemy before the 20th instant. Colonel Lind- 
say, who may have already arrived at Tampa bay, 


cannot operate more than two days’ march from that | 


place, from the want of the means of transportation,* 
Major General Gaines having taken away the horses 
which were there, and the basis of the right wing 
is merged in the force brought by that General into 
the field, and must participatein his success or fail- 
ure. If it falls back with him upon Fort Drane, it 
must suffer great loss; and, if it follow hin to Tam- 
pa bay, it will be wholly out of position. 

‘In this, and even a greater state of uncertainty, 
I have been held since the 26th ultimo. The day 
after I ordered back Major Cooper’s battalion of 
Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane; 
and though daily, from that time, in the expectation 
of receiving from Savannah horses and serviceable 
wagons, not one has arrived. The quantity of sub- 
sistence that will be at Fort Drane (say) to-morrow, 
will only be that sent from Picolata on the 6th in- 
stant, viz: 17,497 rations of bread and flour, 11,000 
rations of pork, (with beef and cattle in the neigh- 
borhood ;) 80,000 rations of beans, some coffee, vine- 
gar, &c. And the troops now about to proceed, per- 
haps as far as the Withlacoochee, will not have the 
_ *See the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, by which 
3t will be found that Colonel Lindsay found near ten 


times as much trausportation at Tampa bay as that which § 
E. P 


General Gaines found there. 





steamer five days afterwards ; and again, on the 2d 
‘instant, by another boat, he was instructed to send, 
| immediately, and by the speediest conveyance, 7@, 
|horses for the train, and six four-horse wagons. I 
|had this morning a report from him, saying, after he, 
had received my first and second orders, that he had 
sent all the horses wanted for draughts and packs by 
land, except a few which were to come as packs, 
with Captain Wharton. Now, as the latter was 
about 24 days in New York, after receiving orders, 
for Florida, and expected to remain 10 in Savannah, 
he cannot be looked for in this neighborhood before. 
the 18th or 20th instant. The other parts of the lot, 
were, it seems, given as packs to the tenth company 
of South Carolina mounted men, and sent forward in 
'adrove. They must, it is feared, arrive in a state 
unfit for the baggage-train (say) about the 6th in- 
stant. Such has been the failure of human agents. 
The weather has been equally adverse. 

‘* If the force on the Withlacoochee should fall 
back on Fort Drane, it will be seen from the fore- 
going, that a part, at least, must probably march up- 
on Volusia or Garey’s ferry, to be within reach of 
subsistence. Instructions have been left behind me 
to send forward rations, should the means of trans- 
portation arrive in time, and the troops already in 
the neighborhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and 
the remaining company of Major Gates’s battalion. 
I have also desired Brigadier General Eustis, in the 
same event, to order to Fort Drane two companies 
of mounted men of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, 
and a fourth order will go back in this boat to Lieu- 
tenant Dimmock on the subject of horses and wa- 

ans. 

Bre Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning 
at Picolata ; but Colonel Goodwyn had marched 
through six or eight storms without cover, and now 
all companies in march are to be reduced to three 
tents each.” 





* This statement is untrue. Pork and flour is a safer 
and more portable subsistence for a march in the wil- 
derness than bacon and hard bread. E. P. G. 


t I took less than 12,000 complete rations. E. P.G.. 
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«P.S. Please to remark that, in his letter to 
srigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans the 
2d ultimo, Major General Gaines speaks of ‘ an ef- 
Sficient co-nperation ;’? promises to be ‘in readiness at 
Tampa bay by the 8th* of the present month, to form 
a junction at or near that place with the force under 
your command, whenever, and as soon as, in your 
judgment, your force shall be sufficient to justify the 
movement ;? and concludes by saying, ‘a sufficient 
quantity of ammunition and provisions have been 
transported Fort Brooke to divide with you until 
further supplies are received;’ yet he did not wait 
till the brigadier gave notice that he was ‘in force ;’ 
came to Fort king, and swept nearly the whole of 
the subsistencet collected at Fort Drane. A copy of 
that letter is in your office, and I now enclose one 
from Governor Eaton, from which it will appear that 
Major General Gaines knew, at Tampa bay, about 
the 14th ultimo, that | had been charged with the 
direction of this war. He first heard this at Pensa- 
cola, and received Governor Eaton’s despatch at 
Tampa, asI can establish. Hence his haste, and 
nevlect of the assurance given to Brigadier General 


Clinch ;{ his isolated attack, &c.” mn 


PayMASTER LyTLE’s LETTERS OF THE 5TH AND 
8ruH Marcu, 1836. 


Paymaster Lytle to General Scott, (document No. 
72,) dated 
*“ Forr Drane, March 5, 1836. 

*©T have been directed by General Clinch to in- 
form you that your communications of yesterdey’s 
date reached him at this post after he had mounted 
his horse, and was on the move, with the forces un- 
der his command, to escort supplies to General 
Gaines. He directed me likewise to say to you that 
the distance from this port to Garey’s, (on Black 
creek,) is about the same distance from here to Pico- 
Jata. As you wish, however, to obtain all the in- 
formation possible on the subject, I will take the 
liberty of adding, from my own knowledge, that the 
roal from Garey’s to this place is sandy, corsequent- 
ly, almost invariably dry; while the road from Pico- 
Jata here is muddy after heavy rains, particularly 
such as we have just experienced. 

** Colonel Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassee 
on the 4th, (vesterday,) and accompanied General 
Clinch this morning to the Withlacoochee.”’ 


From the same to the same, (doc. Wo. 72,) dated 
*“Forr Drane, March 8, 1836. 

** By direction of General Clinch, I opened your 
communication of the 6th instant, which arrived late 
Jast night, in advance of the wagons. You will 
perceive, by my letter of the 5th, that General 
Clinch, with all the forces at this post, and 100 
mounted men from the vicinity, had left for Withla- 
coochee, to escort a supply of cattle, ammunition, 
&c. to General Gaines, having received, the night 
before, a third address from that officer. No word 
has been received from either of these Generals since 
the 5th. When General Clinch left here, he expect- 
ed to be back on the 9th. 

** The probability is, that the wagons will return 
without an escort, there being at present no troops 
here; and, should General Clinch get back before 
the wagons depart, his men may be too much fa- 
tigued to march again immediately; but this, of 
course, is merely conjecture. Iam satisfied, how- 
ever, that General Clinch would advise that an escort 





* I entered Tampa bay on the 9th of February, 1826. 
E. P. G. 
t The subsistence belonged to my department. 
E. P: G. 
t To co-operate efficiently is to search for the enemy, 
and also to search for the force with whom we propose 


4 co-operation, ‘I did both. General Scott ought to have 
done the same. > : 


es ST 


accompany the waguns back to this place, when re» 
loaded. Captain Graham, being directed by General 
Clinch to send back the wagons for supplies after 
their arrival here, will send them to Garey’s, it be- 
ing the best road. 

“NN. B. The amount of General Gaines’s last ex« 
press to General Clinch, dated 3d instant, was mere 
ly copies of his previous letters, with a note stating 
that the Indians were still around them; but littie 
or no fighting taken place since his last communi- 
cation.” 


GeNERAL Scort’s Sortite-LETTER OF MARCH 
14, 1856. 
General Scott to the .’ ijutant Generai, (document 
No. 77,) dated 

“Forr Drane, March 14, 1836. 
«© On my arrival here, I found that the force which 
had been upon the Withlecoochee had fallen back on 
this vicinity. 
‘* Brigadier General Clinch, with some means of 
subsistence, and about 600 men, (of whom 150 were 
mounted Floridians,) joined Major General Gaines 
on the 6th instant. The force under the latter had 
already been reduced to the necessity of commencing 
on horses and dogs for their subsistence. After re- 
ceiving that timely and impertant succor, the army 
remained in position until the 10th. 

“It may be remarked that, from the time of en- 
trance into the intrenched camp, up to the retreat in 
this direction, not a sortie was attempted ; and that, 
to save the pride of the higher officer, the command 
was relinquished to the next in rank, in order that 
he might give the order to retreat.* 

**A copy of Major General Gaines’s order, yield- 
ing the immediate command of their joint forces to 
Brigadier General Clinch, is enclosed. This extra- 
ordinary paper | have but litthke time to comment 
upon. The poor sneer against me, as the diplomatic 
agent of the Wer Department, is in character with 
all his recent acts, for, at the moment of succor on 
the Gth, he had already opened a negotiation with 
the enemy,* in which, it is said, on good authority, 
that he was willing to leave them in the qutet pos- 
session of the country below the Withlacoochee un- 
til the arrival of the ‘diplomatic agent ;’ but in 
which Powell insisted that that river should be the 
perpetual boundary between us and the Seminoles. 
But for Brigadier General Clinch, I have no doubt 
that some treaty on the one or the other basis would 
have been formed between the parties ;* he alleged 
the positive instructions of the War Department 
against all negotiations, and he enabled Major Gen- 
ral Gaines to save the original force with him. Not 
a sortie was made from the intrenched camp, from 
the time of its formation up to the retreat ; and on 
the approach of the succor, a large detackment of the 
enemy had taken a position to intercept the retreat in 
this direction.t| How, under such circumstances, it 
can be alleged that the enemy has been beaten, it 
would be difficult to-reconcile with facts. 

‘“T have reason to hope that the enemy remain 
nearly in the same position as before the isolated, 
and, therefore, false movement of Major General 
Gaines. This is fortunate. 

‘*] have instructed Brigadier General Eustis, after 
scouring the country through which he will have ta 
pass to some extent, to place his column in position 
somewhere in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha 
about the 25th instant. Colonel Lindsay, by the 
same day, isto be with his force at Chickuchatty, 
{about two marches from Tampa,) and means are 





* See the testimony of Captain Hitchcock, General 
Smith, Colonel Twiggs, and Captain McCall, proving 
this to be false. E. P. G. 

+See the testimony of General Smith, Colonel 
Twiggs, Captain Hitchcock, and Captain McCall, prov- 





ing this to be false. E, P. G. 
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suggested to each in order to multiply the chances of 
communicating with each other. 

“ The right wing will move hence (say) on the 
24th instant to attack in front. This column will 
pass the Withlacoochee about half a mile below. the 
Jate intrenched camp, where there is a good ford, 
and of which Major General Gaines might have 
availed himself, if he had had the strength or incli- 
pation.’” * 

Mr. President, let us look into the subject of sor- 
ties or sallies, and see what objects are usually at- 








tained or sought for in making them. 


The rst, is 


to force the enemy to abandon the seige or other- 
wise to beat them. Secondly, to retard and embar- 
ras their approaches, by driving their guards aud) 
working-parties from their trenches, in order, if) 
practicable, to prevent or otherwise to delay the) 
completion of their trenches, and thus to prevent or 
put off as long as possible the apprehended evil heur | 
ofa breach or an assault. I wes particularly desir- 
ous to abstain from forcing the enemy to abandon | 
their supposed siege, as will appear from my letter of 
the 29ih of February, lest I should disperse the ene 


—= a =x 


| rogatories to General Smith, the accomplished com- 
|mander of the Louisiana volunteers, to Captain 
Drane, a most efficient and experienced officer, and 
| Lieutenant Mitchell, a young officer of great pro- 
_mise, with their answers. By the testimony of these 
i very respectable witnesses, called before th:s Court 
iby my accuser, it will be seen how far General 
|Scott himself carried out, in honest matter-of-fact 
practice, the theories with which he had been at- 
‘tempting to edify the War Department and the 
|newspaper press of our country upon the subject of 
sorties. 

Mr. President: The testimony of the witnesses 


|last mentioned proves clearly that General Scott’s 


practice was not in accordance with his theories. 
Sir, that officer, with over 2,000 men, as gallant 
troops as either of us ever commanded, and an out- 
fit sufficient for at least fifteen days’ good service, 
hurried across the Withlacoochee, and thence to 


/Tampa bay, without devoting more than one day to 


what any officer acquainted with his duty would 


‘have deemed the great and leading object of the 


campaign, namely, an examination of the Big Cove 
Captain Drane testifies that that swamp, 
from 15 to 20 miles in width, was penetrated by a 
part of the force under General Scott but two anda 
haif miles! General Smith estimated the distance at 
My accuser, who had written 
so eloquently to nullify every measure of mine at 
the Withlacoochee, and to prove that the Indians 
could not bave been beaten without a sortie, and 


‘that they could not be stncere in suing for peace 


without a sortie—this same General devoted but ene 
day to the great duty of ** searching for the Indians” 
where he could have had any reasonable ground to 


He could not find 
them because he would not take time to search for 





near 60 miles in circumference, was penetrated 
along a large path (exhibiting evidence of recent 
footsteps of the Indians, adults and children) but 
The dismal aspect of that 
swamp probably contributed to give to my accuser 
the first really impressive lesson he had ever receiv- 
ed upon the intrinsic difficulties attending an Indian 
The testimony is silent upon the 
subject of what he wrote or wha: he said or thought 
at that swamp, in reference to the propriety of mak- 
It is probable, however, that he said 
nothing upon the subject, as it is proven by Lieuten- 
ant Mitchell that arrangements were made to estal- 
lish a post near the swamp, which was left under the 
command of Major Cooper, with a battalion of vol- 
unteers; whereupon the General, with the residue 
of the right wing of his grand army, marched forth- 
with to Fort Brook, Tampa bay, as the witness be- 
lieves, in order to obtain a supply of subsistence. 
‘* Hard bread and bacon,” it would seem, and not 
sorties or Lndian warriors, then occupied the though s 
My accuser, on his arrival 
at the Big Cove swamp, found himself in a dilemma. 
My simple plan of operations, communicated to 
General Clinch, and by him to my accuser, General 
Scott, was condemned by the Jast-mentioned Gene- 


My plan, 


not reconcile it to his 
views of propriety, after saying all manner of evil 
things against me, to condescend to search for the 


; my: and I am sure nothing could have been more | Stweamp. 
! gratifying to me, and to every officer and soldier | 
with me, volunteer and regular, than for the enemy 
> to have opened trenches and attempted a breach or | net 
y an assault. Whilst I abstained from a sortie, every | four and a half miles. 

Indian that approached in view of my breast-work | 
" did it at his peril; whereas, by making a sortie, the | 
2 Indians could escape to their ambuscades in the thick | 
¥ hammock in two or three minutes’ time. Under | 
A these circumstances, nothing short of the extreme of | 
t folly, or a disposition to trifle with the most impor-| 

tant duties of the service, could have prompted me | ; 

‘ to make a general sortie without an object—such as calculate on “ finding them.” 
0 the arrival of troops or expresses, as Colone! Lind- | ; 
- say’s brigade from Tampa bay, or that of General | them in the cove swamp, where, it is in proof upon 
t Scott or General Clinch, or other troops from Fort| your record, they have been residing, with their 
c Drane or King—until I should have it in my power, | families, for the most part of the time since the 6th 
h by the aid of mounted men, with supplies, to con- | of March, the day on which they sued for peace. 
n tinue the sortie or sally for some days in succession, | The Big Cove swamp, 15 to 20 miles in width and 
th until I should have had it in my power to scour the 
y> the Withlacoochee swamps, and give a good account 
Ss. of the place called Zhe Cove. To speak seriously of | f 
“i any other description of sorties or sallies in an In-|four and a half miles. 
in dian war, is to me something worse than absurd. It 
he will be seen by the testimony of several officers with 
0, me, including my staff, that orders were given for 
bt the troops to be held in readiness for a sortie on the| war in Florida. 
id happening of any contingency, such as those ju-t 
ed now alluded to, to justify the measure. Small parties ’ 
nt of from 50 to 120 woodsmen and sharp-shooters | ing sorties. 
n- were often permitted to look after the enemy fora 
lot short distance up and down the river. It is proof 
ym hefore this Court, that a party of this description, 
on composed of the companies of Captain Burt and Cap- 
the tain Thistle, consisting of volunteers and regulars, 
in Was out some 200 to 400 yards from camp during the 
,it § action of the 29th of February, and were engaged in 
it — action witha large party of Indians (from 350 to 400, 

{ 23 Captain Thistle believes) on the opposite side of 
ain > theriver. The conflict continued across the river, 
ed, with some short intervals, for about two hours. Cap- of the new commander. 
ral ) tain Kerr, Lieutenant Grayson, and other officers of | 

' volunteers and regulars, were frequently out and 
ter employed in firing at the enemy across the river. 
» ta But, since the Court has been pleased so far to : ; ¢ 
ion ‘tolerate General Scott’s accusations, in reference to| "al, who, on his arrival near the Big Cove swamp, 
aha asortie, as to make it the subject of special interro- | found that he would be compelled to act in accor- 
the > gatories to several of the witnesses, I have been dis-| dance with my plan, or to act not at all. 
tty, posed, so far from attempting to throw any impedi-| the Court will recollect, was “to search for the ene- 
are ment in the way of a full and free inquiry into all) ™y until we should find them, and then beat them, or 

the bearings and probable tendencies of sorties or | they would beat us.” 
eral sallies, to extend the inquiry still further than my| (The new General could 
ing position at Camp Izard, as will be seen by my inter-. 
Te aoa e 
ae | *The * good ford” was not fordable, when found in| enemy, as my plan had suggested. 


rove 
oa 








» March, 1836. 





The Big Swamp 
was accordingly left without being disturbed by “a 
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sortie,” “a sally,” ‘‘a drive,” or ‘‘a drag.” This | 
rough work could not have been accomplished with- 
out some considerable labor and difficulty ; whereas 
but very little was necessary for General Scott to 
write a letter or two asserting that the Indians were 
not in that swamp—that 500 had net been within 
any space of ten iniles square since the commence- 
ment of the war; and that they had been frightened 
off to the Everglades by the accounts which, after 
they had sued for peace, { authorized Captain Hitch- 
cock, my acting inspector general, to give them of 
the great forces expected soon to be in the country 
against them. It was easier, while reclining in the 
shade of a Florida evei-green magnolia, to make 
these random assertions, (whether true or false is 
for the Court to decide,) than to devote a few days 
time, with the consequent labor and privation of food 
and rest that must have attended a vigorous search 
through the swamp, than by such a search to givea 
practical illustration of the theory of sorties or sal- 
lies, so adroitly discussed by my accuser in his sortie- 
letter of the 14th March, and other productions of 
equal candor; but one of which remains to be no- 
ticed by me. I allude to the notorious sortie 
“Order No.—,” of 1836, based upon a nefarious 
scheme got up by my accuser in order to enable 
him to divert public attention from himself, by strik- 
ing at me over the shoulders of Major Gates, and 
thus to keep up the hue-and-cry of sortie! sortie! 
Upon the same principle that a pick-pocket, when 
amidst the crowd he filches from an unguarded stran- 
ger his purse, immediately raises the cry of stop 
thief! stop thief! and thus diverts public attention 
from himself, the actual offender. 

I am aware, Mr. President how exceedingly im- 
proper this view of the subject would be, if it had 
not truth and reason to sustain it. The evidence is 
before you. It is for me to perform the disgusting 
duty of applying the testimony, furnished by my ac- 
cuser himsef, to enable you todo justice to him. It 
is for me to vindicate my own conduct, and in doing 
80, to correct the vagrant and profligate pretensions 
ofa great public offender. 

In desiring your attention to the order in the case 
of Major Gates, I take leave to precede my remarks 
by a paper, which is a copy of the rough draught of 
aletter which I prepared on the twentieth of July 
last, the morning after receiving the order in ques- 
tion, This paper contains my views at that time. 
My views remain unchanged. Afler writing the 
Jetter, however, I determined, on reflection, that I 
would not send it until time and opportunity should 
be given to enable the Secretary himself to correct, 
unsolicted by me, an irregularity which I was wil- 
ling to attribute to the haste and hurry of business 
which I was aware had often, in the War Depart- 
ment, led honorable men into error and apparent ir- 
regularity, at or near the close of a long and arduous 
session of Congress. I, therefore, retained my let- 
ter to the President, until the receipt of ** Order No. 
65” apprized me of the propriety of submitting it 
through this honorable Court. [See Document No. 
A5, page 638.] 

I have said that J could not, without the palpable 
violation of a fundamental principle of military law, 
abandon the expedition until I should meet with the 
officer authorized to relieve or succeed me, unless e2- 
pressly required by the President of the United 
States so to do, or the receipt of his order to that ef- 
Sect. 

Where, I may be asked by those who know no 
law but that which their own prejudices and pas- 
sions enact, where is this great fundamental princi- 
ple of military law to be found? I answer, that it is 
incorporated in the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and in the constitution and laws of 
all the sovereign States of this great and growing 
confederacy. It will be found inscribed upon the 





heart and seen in the mind’s eye of every free white 


man of the American Union, who feels and who 
knows how to anticipate his equal share of that sov- 
ereignty which gives him the inestimable right of 
self-government, with the inseparable, the kindred 
right of self-defence. 

We learn from our Federal, as well as from our 
State constitutions, that, the primary object of the 
People in the adoption of each was to provide for 
“the common defence” and ‘general welfare ;” to 
suppress insurrection and repel invasions, and thus 
to afford protection to the defenceless; to keep the 
peace. For this purpose the President of the United 
States is expressly authorized to command the na- 
tional forces, land and naval; and the Governors of 
States are in like manner authorized to command the 
forces of their States respectively. The President 
has a full and perfect right not only to command 
throughout every part of the United States, and their 
Territories, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, but also 
upon the high seas throughout the world, wherever 
any part of the land or naval forces may be, on duty 
or otherwise. 

My command extended to every section of the 
Western Department wherever any part of the forces 
assigned to me happened to be, and more especially 
to the whole of the Southern and Western frontier. 
Authority is given to Congress to declare war, and 
suppurt an army, to serve under the authority of the 
President; and, being myself honored with a high 
commission in that army, and ordered by the Presi- 
dent to command the Western Department, my right 
to employ the forces placed under me against a 
known savage foe at war with the frontier citizens, 
and troops of my department, to “ repel invasions,” 
was as full and perfect a right as the President and 
the Congress of the United States could give me. 
He had ordered me to command the Western De- 
partment. This was sufficient to authorize me, on 
the sudden approach of war, to go whithersoever I 
deemed necessary to protect the people of that depart- 
ment ‘‘ against their enemies and opposers whomso- 
ever,”’ as ny official oath required me to do; and to 
see where and how I could do the enemy the greatest 
harm, and my country the greatest good, with the 
means at my disposal, keeping myself always within 
the pale of our institutions, and of the laws of war. 

From my letter to the Adjutant General, dated at 
New Orleans, January 15, 1836, it will be seen that 
I there suggested the propriety of immediate mea- 
sures for the arrest, or destruction of the enemy be- 
fore the dry weather of winter should pass away, and 
the rains of spring and summer cover the swamps 
and flats with water: and, for this purpose, I sug- 
gest the propriety of ordering the 6th, with part of 
the Ist and 7th regiments of infantry, and urged the 
employment of an army of not less than four thou- 
sand men, to be aided by a strong naval force. 

By a letter from General Scott to the Adjutant 
General dated at Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836, 
it will be seen that ‘hat officer urges the propriety 
of an army of five thousand men, aided by a naval 
force, being employed against the enemy. 

In my letter to General Clinch, dated at New 
Orleans, the 2d of February, 1836, a copy of which 
was forwarded to the Adjutant General, I announce 
my intention to embark on the following day on 
board certain steamboats with a regiment of Louisi- 
ana volunteers, and some companies of the 4th 
United States infantry, for Tampa bay, making an ir- 
revocable pledge to co-operate with General Clinch 
in bringing the war to a speedy close. In a letter 
from General Scott to the Adjutant General, written 
on the of February, that officer expressed a hope 
that the 4th infantry will be ordered from New Or- 
leans to Tampabay. And, ina letter written onthe 
2d of February, also to the Adjutant General, Gene- 
ral Scott mentions the receipt of a report that Colo- 
nel Twiggs had embarked with a volunteer and 
regular force at New Orleans for Tampa bay, and 
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express a hope that this force will enable Colonel 
Lindsay to act independently in a direction from 
Tampa bay towards Fort King, on precisely the 
same route upon which my movement was made 
between the 13th and the 22d of February. 

Mr. President, it will be seen by an inspection of 
these four letters, that they were written hy myself 
and General Scott, without either of us having any 
knowledge of the views of the other, and that our 
views and wishes accorded in our letters written 
near about the same time, whilst six or eight hun- 
dred miles apart, were, for the most part, in strict 
accordance, so far, at least, as regards the forces from 
New Orleans and the movement from Tampa bay to 
Fort King, and variant only in this: that my esti- 
mate of the requisite force to terminate the war was 
four thousand men, whilst that of General Scott was 
five thousand men; and my plan was to co-operate 
with General Clinch, or the officer commanding in 
East Florida; to search for the enemy until I should 
find them,and then, if possible, subdue them, and 
thus protect the frontier inhabitants: whereas Gene- 
ral Scott’s plan was to surround and pen up the ene- 
my near the frontier; a plan which I could not ap- 
prove; because it was wholly impracticable without 
an armny of ten thousand men, principally mounted; 
and, even with that force, the Indians could not be 
hemmed in upon the frontier of Florida, without 
endangering the lives of most of the remaining in- 
habitants for whose protection our troops were em- 
ployed asa primary duty. It was not my purpose, 
however, to interfere with General Scott’s plan of 
Operations. I intend simply to command, as appear- 
ed to me proper, until I should meet with that offi- 
cer, and then co-operate with him, or, if he preferred 
it, turn over to him the troops with me, according to 
the notification received by me at Pensacola, from) 
the Adjutant General of the army. Nothing, there- 
fore, appeared to disturb the harmony in which that 
officer was approaching the theatre of active opera- 
tions, until he learned that I was at the head of the 
forces from the West. The patriot spirit of harmo- 
nious co-operation seems then all at once to have 
abandoned that General, leaving him a prey to the 
furies of anarchy aud discord. He immediately re- 
ports his plans thwarted by my movement, notwith- 
standing he had so recently expressed his satisfaction 
at the prospect of a similar movement on the part of | 
another officer. He immediately set abouta scheme 
to arrest the movement of the supplies ordered for 
my department, before he had any thing todo with 
the affairs of the war in East Florida. 

Lest I should be deemed unjust to the General, I 
will, in due time, employ his own words to explain 
his object in arresting and withholding from me the 
subsistence destined for my command. 

M1. President, I have passed in review a point in 
my vindication fraught with intense interest, not 
merely to myself and my faithful officers and men, 
but to youand to every member of the army confid- | 
ed to your command; and more especially to every 
citizen-soldier throughout America, whose duty it 
is, and in all future time will be, to enjoy the inesti- 
mable right of participating in the national defence ; 
a point upon which you are solemnly bound to state 
facts as you find them established by evidence, and 
to give an opinion which cannot but contribute, as 
far as you have power, to relieve the army and the 
republic of a high military offender, who, in the hope 
of inflicting a wound on the-reputation of his senior, 
and supposed rival, had the childish audacity to with- 
hold, not only from that senior, but from the patri- 
otic troops who accompanied and nobly sustained 
him in action at the Withlacoochee, public supplies, 
essential to their existence ; supplies ordered to be 
conveyed to the troops of my department before that 
officer was ordered thither; and he had the hardi- 
hood, also, to direct General Clinch not to afford me 
any of the supplies which I had required from him 











maz 


a 


at Fort Drane, a post within the limits of my de 
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ment, and which General Scott had not seen fit to 
approach nearer than Picolata, a distance of sixty 
miles within the settlement near St. Augustine, and 
from ninety to one hundred miles from the theatre of 
the war, intending thereby, not to sustain me him- 
self, and, as far as he possibly could, to prevent the 
troops of my own department from sustaining me, 
in the position which I had taken against the enemy 
at the Withlacoochee ; but, by cutting off my neces- 
sary supplies, to starve my troops out of that position! 
a position which I could not abandon without suffer- 
ing the principal force of the enemy (which I there 
held in check) to fall upon hundreds of helpless fa- 
milies—evils which must have followed, had not the 
chivalry of my troops triumphed over the enemy, 
and forced him to sue for peace. In doing so, they 
achieved at once a triple victory: a victory over 
their wants of regular supplies, a victory over the 
savage fue, and a victory over the atrocious machin- 
ations of the second United States general officer 
who has ever dared to aid and assist the open enemy 
of the republic in their operations against United 
States forces etnployed in the protection of the fron- 
tier people. The first great offender was Major Gen- 
eral Benedict Arnold ; the second, as your finding 
must show, is Major Winfield Scott : 

** Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. 
Colonel Twiggs is requested to state what he knows 
on the subject of making a sortie at or from Camp 
Izard, in February and March, 1836? 

** Answer. | received an order on the 29th of Fe- 
bruary, after the Indians had retired from making an 
attack on us, to hold the command in readiness for a 
sortie. After the 29th, in a conversation with Gen- 
eral Gaines, I think he stated to me he had written to 
the officer in command at Fort Drane, and he ex- 
pected him down with some mounted ‘troops; that, 
as soon as they made their appearance, the command 
was to leave the break-work to attack the Indians, 
I think he stated to me that he had so written, that 
he would not make the sortie until the troops should 
come down. I had frequent conversations with the 
General on this subject; and he stated to me his 
views that we could do no good by going out; that 
the Indians would fly before us, and that, as soon as 
any troops made their appearance, we should go out 
and attack the Indians. It was expected that troops 
would arrive from Tampa bay on the opposite side of 
the river. This was before the 5th of March. 

** Question by the Court. What is your own opin- 
ion as to the propriety of making a sortie from 
Camp Izard whilst invested by the enemy ?” 

The witness begged leave to decline answering 
the question, and was excused by the Court. 

** Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiggs 
is desired to state whether or not it was his opinion, 
at any time between the 27th of February and 6th 
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of March, that the enemy could have been subdued 


by making a sortie, or. whether it would not have 
contributed only to disperse the Indians? And state, 
whether the Indians could not have concealed them- 
selves in a thick hammock, at any moment, in three 
or four minutes time? and stale, whatever opinion he 
entertained on the subject at the time, and whether 
he communicated to General Gaines such opinion ? 

* Answer to the first part of the question. From 
the 27th to the 28th, and including the 28th, the In- 
dians were on the opposite side of the river, and we 
had not boats to cross the river. From the 29th 
February to the 5th March, we could, at any time 
the Indians made their appearance, have driven them, 
but we had not the means to follow them. I cannot 
say whether we should have dispersed them or not, 
As our camp fronted the river, there was an exten- 
sive hammock and scrub on the left, There was a 
hammock, also, on the right, both of them two or three 
hundred yards of the camp, or probably a shorter 
distance, and the Indians could have taken shelter in 
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either of those hammocks in a few minutes. I never 
gave General Gaines, while at Camp Izard, any opi- 
nion as to the propriety of a sortie. 

** Question by General Gaines. 

is requested to state whether any officers, and, if 
any, who, of the light brigade, at Camp Izard, in 
February and March, 1836, expressed the opinion 
that a sortie onght to have been made. 

* Answer. Not one, while I was there, expressed 
such an opinion. I had, and, as far as I could learn 
from the opinion of the command generally, they 
also had entire confidence in General Gaines, and 
we were willing to submit to his judgment. 

** Question by General Gaines to General Smith. 
General Smith 1s requested to state his opinion as to 


Colonel Twiggs | 





not believe them sincere, or that they had any in- 
tention of coming in at all. The next morning I 
went to General Gaines and told him ‘ whenever you 
show me men coming from the moon I will believe 
the Indians are coming in.’ Before we separated, 
some person standing near spoke and said, ‘ here the 
Indians come.’ In ashort time, having halted some 
distance from the breast-work, one or two of them 
came forward with a white flag—one of the volun- 
teer officers (I think Adjutant Barrow) went out 
and met them. When I saw them conversing with 
Mr. Barrow I then changed my opinion, and believ- 
ed they werein earnest. I have thoughta good deal 








‘their being otherwise than sincere. 


on the subject, and I could think of no motive for 
I judged they 


the mode of fighting the Indians at Camp Izard, be- | were sincere frem what I had seen of the upper part 


tween the 28th of February and 5th of March, 1836, 
inclusively, taking into consideration all the cir- 
cumstances attending the service there, and particu- 
larly whether, in his opinion, a soriie would have 
been attended with advantages? 

** Answer. I believe that the only mode of fight- 
ing Indians is to wound or kill individual warriors, 
but that simply to attempt to disperse them would 
produce no great benefit. Therefore, if the Indians 
occupy a position which we desire to occupy our- 
selves, we must certainly attack and drive them ; 
but, under other circumstances, whatever method 
offers the greatest facilities of wounding or killing 
them, is the best method of fighting them. The po- 
sition General Gaines occupied at Camp Izard, at the 
period mentioned, was one that he was desirous of 
maintaining, and I therefore think that he was likely 
to do more injury to the Indians in repulsing their 
advance on his position, than he would do in quit- 
ting it to follow them through the woods. It is im- 
possible fora soldier on foot, in that country, to 
overtake an Indian. The Indian could, at the first 
attack, withdraw himself from the fire, and the po- 
sition of the hammocks in the neighborhood offered 
them a retreat, in which they could hide themselves 
immediately. I believe that, as in attacks on posi- 
tions, fortified or not, the loss is always greater on 
the attacking party than in any other kind of com- 
bat; where the object is to destroy the life of the 
enemy, that species of combat offers more advanta- 
ges than any other. The battle of New Orleans, the 
attack on Sandusky, and, in fact, all the attacks 
which were repelled during the last war, are evi- 
dences of this. On the 29th of February, when, I 
think, the largest body of the Indians appeared, I 
think it likely that fewer of our men would have 
suffered if we had made a sortie, but far fewer of the 
enemy would have fallen. The defences that were 
afterwards made of the camp were hardly then be- 
gun, and especially the whole interior of the camp 
was entirely exposed. General Gaines himself, who 
was sitting near the centre of the camp, received a 
wound in his mouth. I, therefore, think that, under 
all the circumstances, there was a greater injury in- 


of the Creek nation on previous occasions. It wasat 
the Hickory-ground, with Genera! Jackson, I think 


in 1814, after the first Indian came in there, I never 
heard of another act of hostility on the part of the 
nation towards the whites ; the next occasion was on 
the Seminole campaign with General Jackson. I 
know that, after the first Indian came in, there was 
no act of hostility —I know this, for [ was left in the 
country. I had aconversation with Colonel Dill, 
at Jacksonville, who has been a long time in that 
country. After detailing the circumstances to him 
as they happened at Fort Izard, he said he had not 
a doubt but that ro were sincere in their wish for 
peace ; so much so that he advised the people to go 
back again on the plantations—(on the road from 
Micanopy to Fort Drane.) 

** Question by General Gaines to General Smith. 
What is the opinion of General Smith upon the mo- 
tives of the Indians in seeking an interview, and ex- 
pressing a desire for peace at the Withlacoochee? 
And state how far the Indians manifested a desire for 
peace by their ccnduct previous to the hostile move- 
mentof the troops from Fort Drane the 26th of 
March, under the orders of General Scott. 

** Answer. I think I feel assured that the Indians 
were perfectly sincere in seeking a peace, I do not 
know on what terms they may have wished it, but 
I believe they desired a peace. A great many rea- 
sons operate on my mind to produce this conviction 
—the first was, that, on the night of the 29th, after 
the Indians had retired across the river, 1 heard 
some one, a peculiar voice, the tone of which I 
judged to be Powell’s, making an address to his fol- 
lowers, apparently. The friendly Indians and their 
interpreter lay close by me. I called to them, 
through the interpreter, and desired the Indians to 
listen and try if they could catch any of the expres- 
sions. When the speech was done, the Indians said 
to me, through the interpreter, that it was an ad- 
dress of the chief, intended to encourage them ; that 
he told them that no matter if they had suffered on 
cur side of the river, that when we attempted to 
cruss they would then have the advantage ; and he 
suggested to me that it was apparent from that, that 





flicted on the enemy, as they approached the camp |a portion of the Indians were dissatisfied; that the 


through the open ground around it, than ifthe troops 
had gone out and followed them through the woods. 
1 would remark, however, that the whole of the 
troops were not in the camp—two companies of the 
Louisiana regiment were posted down on the river, 
and a part vf them were drawn in afterwards to cover 
a part of the line. ; 

“* Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. 
What was your opinion of the sincerity of the In- 
dians in their proposition for peace at Camp Izard, 
the 6th of March last ; and please state what motive, 
if any, the Indians could have had for. treachery; 
and, finally, have you heard any observations on the 
subject from Indian countrymen or other persons 
acquainted with the Indian character, calculated to 
Strengthen or destroy your opinion? ; 

“‘ Answer. The first night (the night of the 5th) 
when the Indians came and hailed the camp, I did 


Indians did not appear the next day, nor until the 
evening of the second day, when a few shots were 
fired out of one of the hammocks on the river, nor 
did there ever seem to be one-fourth of the number 
of Indians on our side of the river that appeared on 
the 29th. On the evening when the first offer to 
treat was made, a voice of a negro hailed the camp 
in English ; he called out that the Indians were tired 
of fighting, and desired to come in and make friends. 
He was answered, by direction of General Gaines, 
that if the chiefs sentin a flag the next day it would 
be respected. They held a talk the next day with 
the officer sent by General Gaines, precisely as they 
were directed todo. From all these circumstances it 
suggested itself to me that there was a large portion 
of the Indians who were averse to continuing the 
war, so large that the hostile party was obliged to 





conform to their desire; that they had nothing to 


























SEMINOLE CAMPAIGN. lence to that condtict. I have heard of other similar 
z ijustances, The Indians had been seccessful in the 
DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERALE. P. GAINES, estruction of Major Dade’s command, and they had 
CONCLUDED . even many more than they had lost. General 

|Gaines having taken a position im their neighbor- 

gain under any view of the subject by delay; that hood, which they had found it impossible to move, 
they were then as well prepared to carry on the war, ‘they must have seen that they could not in future 
and better, than they would be at any subsequent | have procured from above the supply of provisions, 
period; whereasthey must have expected that the | Consisting of cattle, which they had before drawn 
whites would increase in force every day ; that if, from thence. The opinion among them that this 
The object was to gain time in order to escape, that position was likely to be permanently held, was cal+ 
they could always have done frat, as they could al- culated to break down their spirits. | have wever 
ways out-march us; aud that, in fact, they did not | doubted that the Ludians were informed of the move- 
make use of it for that purpose, for Primus, who was | ment of General Clinch from Fort Drane on the Gtr 
sent to them afterwards, must have fougd them in| March. I believe that the Indians, in the know- 
the upper part of the cove ur in the Wahoo swamp. ledge of this, saw additional reason to suppose that 
From the time the Indians held a talk with Geueral | they could Lot maintain themselves in the countrys 
Gaines, there was not the slightest hostile movement | 4nd that, taking council on the evening of the 5th, 
on their part; and our men were fishing and bathing they had concluded to make overtures of peace? 
in che river every day by hundreds while we staid | and I have always believed they would have accept- 
there, and as there wasa_ thick swamp on the other ed terms such as would have been worthy of this 
side in the vicinity where they weie bathing, the | reat nation to dictate to them, had there been au- 
Indians might at any moment have shot down two) thority there to conclude a peace. There was not, 
bundred men with perfect security to themselves. | 1 the council I held with the Indians, any thing 
We encamped about four to five miles from Fort said about the terms of peace; they made no prupo- 
Drane, between Fort Drane and the Withlacoochee, | S!-ion tosetile liuits; they asked for nothing—stipuy 
and small parties were constantly passing, aud often | lated for uothing, beyond what | have stated in my 
single individuals, between the different encamp- | testimony. They were told by me that they should 
ments and Fort Drane, and were scattered over the be-sent for to council, but that, in the mean time, 
whole woods for teu miles round, and I never heard | they must abstain from war, and promise to attend 
of a sign of an Indian. The first that was heard of | the council when seut for, They engaged to all 
or met with after this period, was on the evening of | that freely, aud with apparent alacrity. During the 
the day General Scott commenced bis march to the | “ne thai the troops remained at Fort Drane after that 
Withlacoochee, when a waguner, belonging to the | —to wit, from the 11th to the 26th March, as I have’ 
General’s train, and who was left behind in the road, | understood and believed, there was no sign of any 

















was shot by the Indians. * 
“« Question by the Court to Cuptain Hitchcock. 
Do you believe the Indiaus were sincere in propos- 
ing a truce? 
“ Answer. I believe they were perfectly since 


re. 


i bostility of the Indians in that part of the country; 
they had abundant opportunities to annoy the troops 
jat that post, which were scattered over an extent of 

country of several miles in diameter, accommodating 
| themselves with wood and water. Even beture lL 


I will remark, in reference to this question, that | left there, and as 1 have heard afierwards, the off- 
there was nothing in the manner or matter of the | Cers and men were passing at pleasure between the 
interview which | had with the Indians on the With-|severaj corps of the army thus dispersed, and pro- 


laceechee to give me the smallest suspicion of their 
sincerity. There seemed to be a peculiar sadness 
over them, as if thoughtful of the mistortunes of 
their tribe, indicating that further hostility on their 
part was hopeless. I thought them sincere, aud in 
that opinion all who were present entirely concurred 
with me, and | am the more inclined to continue in 
that belief from several considerations. Although 
wars among Indian tribes are sometimes of very long 


duration, it is seldom that active warlike movements 


among thetn continue for any great length of time. 
With tribes at war, there inay be years of cessation 
of the war, and when a wart-pdarty, as it is called, is 
got up, with considerable formality, with a feast and 
war-dance, the party will make what they call a 
strike at the enemy—return from the expedition and 
celebrate their success, if successful, with the Scalp- 
dance; but this kind of war cannot be carried on 
against. the whites. To carry on war against the 
whites the Indians are compelled to embody them- 
selves in large numbers, making it difficult for them 
to obtaia supplies of ammunition, provisions, or 
clothing, In Florida, the enemy bad, I believe, 
been so embodied for some length of time; they had 
had, L believe, some special causes for the war which 
had in part been removed, especially by the conduct 
of Oceola, vear Fort King, and I believe his language 


fo mein council, that, ‘he was sstisfied,’ bad refer- 


* Nole by Major General Gaines.—It seems evident 
from the testimony of General Swith that General Scott 
himself confided in the sincerity of the Indians in suing 


| visions were sent to these several corps without 
Once being disturbed. General Gaines and his staff, 
|4 party of four, during that time, travelled from Fort 
Drane to Tallahassee through a country that had 
been before and was afterwards in possession of the 
Tudiaus, without molestation and without suspicion of 
danger so farasI know. I have always believed that 
the Indians had a right to suppose that uo further hoe- 
tile demonstrations would be made against them un- 
til they should have been sent for and beard in coun- 
cil. When the hostile movements took place frone 
Fort Drane, about the 26th March, the rear was fired 
upon by the Indians, and I have understood a bag- 
gage-wagon, or perhaps two, cut off. I have regard- 
ed (hi8 ae an evidence that the Inu@ians were fully in- 
formed of the exposed condition of the several corps 
around Fort Drane, but that so long as they could 
hope to be sent for to council they abstained from 
anuoying those troops in compliauce with their e1i- 





gagemeut on the Withlacvochee river.” 

Some days after giving the ubove testimony, Cap- 
tain Hitchcock presented himself before the Court 
|and asked permission to add to his testimony the fal- 
lowing, a8 continuation of his answer to the 15th 
question by the Court. (‘ihe 15th questiom i that 
to which the ebove is an answer.) 
| “ Captain Hiteheock in reference to the V5th ques- 
| tion by the Court. I will state to the Court Wat 
yesterday, On referring to some official docomeétits 
trom Tampa bay, I saw it stated that General Gathes 
had an escort from Fort Drane to Tallahassee; that 


| 


| statement is not correct, but I presume it was found- 





for peace, inasmuch as he suffered these sinali parties | ed upon this: that Major Mc Lewore was about lopre- 
oe and repiss round about Fort Drane for several | ceed from Fort, Drane, in the direc tion of Tallahassee 
ink i 


8 without a guard. ; 
E, P. GAINES. 


with a mounted troop; that he tendered to General 
| Gaiues, unsolicited, as 1 believe on the part of Gene- 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





i _______——eESSSSSSSeFSSS_CC__G 


ral Gaines, a small detachment of bis troop as an | 


escort. This detachment remained a day, or per- 
haps a day and a half, and cowmenced its march as 
an escort to General Gaines; but General Gaines, 
after the first day’s ride, distnissed the escort—halt- 
ing hiiself, permitting the escort to leave him, and 
moved on afterwards without it. 1 did not refer to 
this in my testimony, because the escort was entire- 
ly unsolicited, | believe not even desired. Major 
McLemore’s troop was returning to their homes at 
the time—they were not detached as an escort.* 

* Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. 
Colonel Twiggs is requested to state whether he 
met a wagon-train, about the middle of March last, 
between Fort Drane and Black creek; and if so, 
whether the wagons were or were not accompanied 
with a guard? 
~ “Jinswer. 1 left Micanopy, ten miles on this 
side of Fort Drane, on the 19th of March last. On 
that day I met the wagon-train with provisions, about 
twenty miles from Black creek. | inquired of the 
person having charge of the wagon-train (called the 
wagon-master) where the escort was? he said he 
had none, and I did not see any guard with it at all. t 

“ Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. 
Be pleased to state whether the Louisiana volunteers 
were or were not ready or willing to march at any 
time after the middle of March, 1836; and what 
were your reasons for the opinion which ycu enter- 
tain in this case? 

“ Answer. 1 have no doubt but the Louisiana 
volunteers, had they been ordered, would have 
marched the next day after their arrival from the 
Withlacoochee near to Fort Drane. I had a conver- 
sation with General Smith on this subject, and his 
opinion and mine coincided, that both our com- 
mands, the regulars and volunteers, were ready to 
march, and that we should not ask to detain the 
army on their account. { 

“ Question by General Gaines to General Smith. 
General Smith is requested to state in what manner 
the movement of General Gaines affected the move- 
ments of General Scott in Florida? 

** Answer. My impression has always been, that 
every effort that General Scott could make to ad- 
vance his movements was made by him; but such 
were the difficulties in obtaining the means of trans- 
portation, that [ do not think he could have been 
able to commence his movement earlier than he did ; 
that therefore no operation of General Gaines delay- 
ed General Scott’s movements, and that General 
Scott would not have been ready sooner or later 
whether General Gaines was there or not. General 
Gaines brought from New Orleans with him some 


means of transportation. He added to General Scott’s 


_— at Fort Drane ahout 1,000 effective men. 
e had acquired some knowledge of the country 
around the Withlacoochee. 


—_—_— 


*Noteby Major General Gaines.—I desired no escort. 
The discharged men, or those permitted to go to Mid- 
dle Florida, here referred to, travelled with me the 
principal part of the first day’s journey, the 14th of 

arch, and until breakfast time, ee A. M., on the 
Miorning of the 15th of March, when I halted, and de- 
sired them to goon without me. They never travelled 
with me another mile. 

E. P. GAINES. 


His position on the 


t Note by £. P. Gaines. —By this testimony it is ob- 
vious that eral Scott confided in the sincerity of the 


enemy in their having been subdued, and in their hav- 

jos saed for peace. erwise, he certainly would not 

hay the baggage-train to have passed and re- 
passed so near the enemy without a gs Oatntis 
. . A e 

‘§ Note by General Gaines—And yet, notwithstand- 

bey ier be ortnd ni nes Mgt Goneanl 

persisted in sayi elay was neces- 

mm.” snable these troops to rest and refresh them 
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Withlacoochee had restrained the Indians during the 
time General Scott was occupied in transporting 
provisions to Fort Drane; and that, therefore, io 
these respects, General Gaines’s movement was of 
great advantage to the movements of General Scott. 
I might add that, after all, the means of transporta- 
tion were not sufficient to allow General S. to ope- 
rate along the North Withlacoochee, and that there- 
fore he was not able to derive all those advantages 
which he otherwise would have derived. 

“ Question by the Court to Captain Hitchcock. 
Were there any sorties made froin the fort upon the 
enemy on any one of the attacks made by him whilst 
the army lay there; and what was the strength of 
the army at the time? 

*“ Answer. The army was about 1,000 strong—a 
few over, perhaps—and no sortie was made. It may 
be proper to add to this answer, that one wing of 
each of the several bodies occupying the faces of the 
square, had been ordered by General Gaines to be 
held in readiness for a sortie, should he think proper 
to order one. ‘This order was given on the after- 
noon of the 29th of February. 

** Question by the Court. Was the army on the 
Withlacoochee under General Gaines strong enough, 
and well enough appointed, to have attacked the 
enemy with a prospect of success? 

** Answer.. In ny opinion the army could have 
beaten the enemy at that place, and driven him at 
any time; but there were not means for pursuing 
him with any effect. 

* Question. by the Court. Do you think that Ma- 
jor General Gaines had it in his power at any time, 
with the means in his hands, and the appointment of 
his forces, to have marched upon the enemy and 
subdued him, had the enemy availed himself of the 
fastnesses of the country well known to him ? 

“Answer. I believe they would have escaped 
any pursuit he might have made with his force. 
With regard to the effect of a sortie, it is a problem 
of which perhaps any one may form an opinion, from 
a consideration of the facts which I will state. The 
Indians appeared to have a great facility in crossing 
the river; the banks of the river, above and below 
our camp, were lined with a dense swamp. Hada 
sortie been made, the Indians would havé rushed 
into this swamp on one side or the other, and, by 
their knowledge of the best passage through it, and 
their facility in crossing the river, would, in all 
probability, have eluded any pursuit that could have 
been made from our cainp. In the event of a sortie 
there would, in all probability, have been a loss on 
both sides; but, it is my impression, without pro- 
ducing any beneficial results. The Indians were ex- 
pending their ammunition, while our fire was re- 
served, and we were daily in the expectation. of 
force from Fort Drave, especially of mounted men, 
a species of force of which we had none. hes. 

** Question by the Court. While you were in'the 
fortified camp on the Withlacoochee, was there any 
preparation made for a sertie by order of General 
Gaines? if so, state the force or corps, and the offi- ~ 
cer appointed to the command of the troops ordered 
for that purpose, - 

“* Answer. The troops in the camp were disposed 
in the form of a square; the order was, for one wing 
of each face of the square to be held in readiness for 
a sortie, directions being given for the other wing to 
extend. Colonel Foster would have been one of the 
officers on the right; 1 believe General Smith would 
have commanded the sortie on the left. I am not 
able at this time to give the names of the other offi- 
cers. The order was given on the 29th of February 
in the afternoon, communicated by myself to Colonel 
Twiggs, commanding the light brigade. A previous 
order on the subject I believe, been communi- 
cated by some other officer. It is my opinion that, 
had the attack been renewed in character like that of 
the morning of the 29th, a sortie would have been 
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made ; but, after that attack, there was no serious at- 
tack made while we were on the Withlacoochee. 

There were but small parties engaged from time to 
time, in endeavoring to annoy us. This circum- 
stance was itself a source of alarm, least the Indians 
had abandoned that part of the country to the disap- 
pointment of the hopes of General Scott, expressed 
ina letter to General Clinch, and which had been 
seen at Fort King. The first order for the prepara- 
tion for a sortie was, | believe, given, not through 
myself, but through some other officer. Colonel 
Foster came to me and made a suggestion as to mere 
detail, desiring me to communicate it to General 
Gaines. I did 30, and received his orders thereon, 
which were communicated as above stated. Gene- 
ral Gaines, on several eccasions, spoke of the proba- 
bility of an arrival of troops other than those expect- 
ed from Fort Drane, especially speaking of Colonel 
Lindsay, who was supposed to have arrived at Tampa 
bay, and declared it to be his purpose instantly to 
move in any direction from which reports of firing 
might be heard’ Log canoes were constructed, and 
were then in the camp, with rived boards to be used 
for purposes of making platforms on the canoes, to 
cross the river; the General saying that he would 
cross the river instantly on hearing a gun from the 
other side. 

** Question by General Gaines. The witness is 
requested to describe the hammocks near my en- 
campiment on the Withlacoochee, and state the time 
at which the encampment was fortified. 

“ Answer. The hammocks bordering the river 
very nearly united, immediately in front of the 
camp; from this point, both above and below, they 

Ained very rapidly in width, and were extremely 

ense, especially to the east, or above the camp, 
where the hammock extended considerably back irom 
the stream, but at a distance of several hundred yards 
from the camp. The river itself has not the bend as 
represented in the map I hold, (marked,) the curve 
being much larger. A light breastwork was made 
around the camp on the afternoon of the 28th of 
February, according to custom. 

“© Question by the Court to Captain McCall. No 
sortie was made on the enemy at the several attacks 
made on the camp. What were the reasofis which 
withheld or prevented such a movement on the pait 
of General Gaines ? 

“* Answer. He did not explain to me particularly 
his reasons, but my impression was that it would not 
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“ Answer. There was one company out of the 
limits of the breastwork on the 29th of February. 
Several companies wefe engaged in firing at the 
enemy across the river, prior tc the 6th of March. 

** Question by General Gaines. Was it General 
Gaine’s intention to make a sortie, in the event of 
his hearing General Clinch’s or Colonel Lindsay's 
guns? 

** Answer. General Gaines remarked several 
times, while lying at Camp Izard, that he should not 
be surprised at hearing Colonel Lindsay’s guns on 
the other side; and in that event he would cross im- 
mediately and march to his aid; or, should the Ine 
dians engage Clinch on his advance, he would im- 
mediately march out and support him.” 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Court: In 
desiring your attention to the evidence which I 
have adduced to disprove the acusation against me, 
it becomes my duty expressly to protest against that 
inass of papers which have been referred to as docu- 
mentary evidence, consisting of the official reports, 
letters, and orders, of Major General Scott. This 
monstrous mass of words, recklessly jumbled together, 
no matter by whom they have been endorsed,-em- 
braces nota word of legal evidence which the Court 
can, upon their oath, bring to bear against me, or 
against any man in existence, save and except the 
fabricator of those reports, orders, and letters. That 
itis your duty to bring them to bear aguinst him is 
obvious; but against me they can have no legal 
hearing whatever; wot merely because they are pal- 
pably wntrue, but also because they constitute no- 
thing of the character of legal evidence as against any 
other than the writer of such reports, letters, or or- 
ders. 

“© Truth is the basis of all excellence.” And Ihave 
shown-—I have demonstrated by the testimony of 
officers of the first character and standing in the 
army, and Louisiana volunteers, that General Scott’s 
statements in reference to me and my movements 
are in many respecis false and malicious. Look, for 
example, at what he has said in his letter of the 14th 
of March, in which he endeavors to show the neces- 
sity of ny having made a sorlie, and to disprove the 
facts stated in my ‘*Order No. 7,” of the 9th of 
March, that I had beaten the enemy and forced them 
to sue for peace. Sir, what is there in this letter 
that can possibly be found to embrace any of the ele- 
ments of legal testimony against me? Let us sup- 
pose, for the sake of illustration, (what the testimony 








have resulted in any important advantage. 

* Question by the Court. Did no officer during | 
the siege urge the propriety of making a sortie? 

Answer. 1 did not myself hear any officer, and | 
my impression at the time was that there was no of- 
ficer there who differed with the General on that) 
point. 

** Question by the Court to Captain Mc Call. What 
is your opinion of the ability of the forces under 
General Gaines to drive and beat the enemy, ifa sortie 
had been made? 

“ Answer. 1 have not the smallest doubt that 
they would have been able to doit, but from the 
nature of the ground; the hammocks which border 
the river being thick, and extremely difficult of ac- 
cess to the troops, would have enabled the Indians 
lying concealed to deliver their fire, and then, owing 
to their superior celerity and knowledge of the 
ground, to have passed through the hammock and 
crossed the river before the troops could have come 
up with them—their facilities for crossing the river 
being great, and the troops without the means of 
following them. 

** Question by General Gaines. What part of the 
force was out of the limits of my breastwork, during 
the action of the 29th of February ; anc state whether 
one or two companies were not often engaged in 


firing at the enemy across the river, prior to the 6th 
of March? 


of General Smith, Colonel Twiggs, Captain Hitch- 
cock, Captain McCall, Lieutenant Mitchell, Mr. 
Potter, and other witnessess, will go far to disprove, ) 
that General Scott was truly and sincerely of the 
opinion that his statements contained in that sortie- 
letter were correct: then, sir, by what authority can 
the Court employ against me the mere opinion of 
Major General Scott? 

Even if he had ever won a battle at the headofa 
division, or in the command of an army, or any other 
force, beyond the immediate authority of his senior 
and superior officer—au honor which he never en- 
joyed—he would not, in the event of his having 
achieved such an honor, have been able to give to 
his reports, letters, or orders, any of the essential 
properties of evidence against any man but himself: 
but he nevér achieved any thing in battle at the head 
of a division, or other independent forces. 

The opinions of experienced men are often very 
properly received by courts, both civil and military, 
in order to elucidate facts based upon legal evi- 
dence; but the opinions of interested witnesses are 
of no validity otherwise than as againsi themselves, 
Need I tell the Court, what General Scott has so 
fully demonstrated, that he is so much altogether an 
interested witness in the case before you—the case 
of the United Siates regarding the cause of the failure 
of certain campaigns against the Seminole Indians in 
1886—that nothing but my arrest, trial, and condem- 
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nation can possibly save that officer from being found| Thanks to the Almighty, I have lived to enjoy the 
€ 


guilty of high military offences, 

The testimony of the officers last above named, 
that, notwithstanding General Scott’s extraordinary 
letter of the 14th of March, in which he endeavors to 
prove that the Indians were not subdued, and that 


they did not sue for peace, or that if they did sue for 


peace, they were not sincere, most clearly proves 


that General Scott himself, at the moment of writing | 


that letter, and for twelve days afier that time, did 
jn fact confide in the truth and sincerity of the In- 
dians, as the testimony will demonstrate, inasmuch 
as he suffered wagons, small parties, and individuals, 
to pass and repass toyand from the several encamp- 
ments, from five to six miles round about Fort 
Drane, without a guard; although that section of the 
Florida frontier was within twelve hours’ march of 
the Withlacoochee, where the principal force of the 
Seminole Indians was known to be encamped. 
Besides the general evil inherent in all statements 
mnade in opposition to truth, there are peculiar evils 
in the representations of General Scott, arising out 
of the official sanction given to them by his signa- 
ture, as the General specially authorized to com. 
mand in the field, and also out of opinions founded 
upon them by the Executive head of these U States. 
It has been suggested to me that the President of 
the United States, forming his opinions upon the of- 
ficial representations of General Scott, has expressed 
sentiments unfavorable to my conduct on the With- 
Jacoochee. The fact of my going to Florida, in the 
execution of my duty, could not easily be misrep- 
resented; and though arguments have been sought 
and pressed into the question to impugn ny motives, 
they have failed to produce the effect intended, aud 
my movement to Florida, under the extraordinary 
and peculiar circumstances of the case, has not in 
any manner been censured by that high public func- 
tionary ; butmy conduct, while in the country of 
the enemy, was less visible, comprised a large mass 
of facts, was pursued at a distance from all direct 
communication with Washington ; and, while I was 
in the heart of the country occupied by the evemy, 
jn hearing of their war-hoop and rifle on the With- 
lacoochee, General Scott was snugly posted at the 
Jittle quiet place called Picolata, within eighteen 
miles of the city of St. Augustine, making free use 
of his facilities tor communicating with the Govern- 
ment, and writing the Jetters which I have deemed 
it proper to designate his starving letters of the Ist 
and 4th of March; and, from the little steamer, the 
Essayons, on his way from Picolata, his rescue-let- 
ter of the 9th of March; and afterwards, from Fort 
Drane, his sortie-letter of the 14th of March—all 
which were received with Unsuspecting confidence 
at Washington, and upon which, false and slander- 
ous as they were, my conduct was viewed by the 
Chief Magistrate with disapprobation. I look with 
confidence to the developments made before this 
Court for enabling the President to do me justice, 
and relieve me before the army and my country from 
the odium which the publication by the War De- 
partment of these official slanders, and the suppres- 
sion of all my correspondence upon the subject, re- 
rted for the information of that Departinent, was 
calculated to produce. 
Genera} Scott has said he is not my prosecutor nor 
my accuser; and yet, without the slightest preten- 
sions of self-defence, he has deliberately favricated or 
endorsed the most calumnicus accusations, which he 
only has not prosecuted, because an investigation, as 
he knew full well, would inevitably throw back up- 
on himself the shafts poisoned by his own venoin. 
Among the duties assigned to this Court, it is re- 
quired to investigate all subjects connected with the 
campaigns in Florida, and | now therefore solemnly 
call upon the Court to take that notice of the remark- 
able letters of General Scott, of the Ist, 4th, 9th, 
and lith of March, which their extraordinary con- 
tents deserve. 


privilege guarantied to every citizen and soldier of 
the republic, to vindicate my conduct, and to expose 


,and demotish the weak and nefarious scheme con- 


trived by my accuser, while in the use and abuse of 
a little brief authority, for my destruction; and 
thanks to the high public functionaries of our beloved 
country, for affording this privilege while I am yet 
in the land of the living, and in time to save my 
|children and my military and volunteer friends, the 
deep affliction, and the abiding mortification, of find- 
ing, when I shall be no more, the uncorrected accu- 
,sations which you have received from the Depart- 
ment of War, and which now lie before you. ’ 

That it was the duty of the head of that. Depart- 
ment, as an act of natural equity and justice pre- 
scribed by law, (see the 77th and 79th Articles of 
War,) to have acted upon and notified me of these 
accusations the momeut they were received by him, 
and to have assembled, as soun thereafter as the 
state of the service would permit, the proper tribunal 
for their investigation, there can be no ground to 
doubt. The omission of this obvious duty, and the 
placing me upon a most ‘delicate and important 
command,” wherein I was honored with the Secre- 
tary’s notification that the President of the Ufiited 
States had been pleased to approve my views and 
measures, ought, perhaps, to be considered as the 
strongest assurance that could be given me of un- 
shaken confidence in my fidelity and honor ; and, on 
the other hand, of the little reliance placed in my 
accuser. Perhaps, too, the boporable the Secretary 
of War was apprized, as I ning tha long apprized, of 
the fact that my accuser, never having learned how 
to govern himself, would, in due time, if allowed 
much latitude, defeat himself, in his overheated zeal 
to destroy me; for there is no principal in moral 
philosophy, natural law, or military science, better 
established, than that the officer who has not learned 
how to command himself, is wholly unqualified to 
command freemen, or American saldiers, volunteers 
or regulars, and will sooner or later, in his unbri- 
dled efforts to destroy his imagined rivals, destroy 
himself. 

My accuser charges me with the crime of having 
contributed to prevent or retard the forwarding of 
subsistence and other supplies required in East Flo- 
rida. This charge is disproved by the testimony of 
Captain Morrison, the late assistant commissary for 
the post of New Orleans, recently examined by this 
Court. That officer testifies that, on my return from 
Florida to New Orleans, I directed him to forward 
promptly all the supplies that had been or might he 
required in Florida. The Captain’s testimony upon 
this point ig in the following words : 

** Question by General Gaines to Captain Mor- 
rison. General Scott having endeavored to show 
that a report of the war being ended caused a deten- 
tion in New Orleans of supplies called for by requi- 
sitions for Florida, the witness is desired to state 
whether he wascommissary in New Orleans from 
January to April, 1836, inclusive ; whether any such 
detention took place with regard to commissary sup- 
plies; whether he had an opportunity of judging 
whether quartermasters’ stores were detained, and 
whether they were so detained; and is requested to 
state whether he understood from the quartermaster, 
whether he would or would not feel authorized to 
detain supplies under the supposed circumstances of 
there being a report like that in question? And the 
witness will also please state, what rations returned 
to New Orleans with the Louisiana volunteers from 
Tampa bay ; whether a part was in bulk and by him 
issued to the volunteers; and whether he made any 
remarks to Captain Thistle on the subject of the 
bacon so returned, and what remarks he made? 

‘** Answer. 1 was assistant commissary at New 
Orleans from January to April, and had been for ten 





years as such. No detention took place in the fus- 
nishing of supplies; every exertion was used to pro- 
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eure hard bread and bacon, as required by Genera! 


Scott. The bread and bacon could not be procured 
in sufficient quantities; the other paft of the ration, 
consisting of pork and flour, was delivered to the 
quartermaster to make up the deficiencies. A duty 
which I owe to Major Clarke, as he is not present, 
compels me to state that every exertion was made on 
his part to furnish supplies and transportat:ons; we 
both felt » deep interest that nothing should be want- 
ed. From the 7th to the 16th of May, when the regi- 
ment of Louisiana volunteers returned to New Or- 
leans from Florida, there was 720 pounds of bacon, 
2,160 pounds of bread, surplus rations, which were 
sent to the commissary store at New Orleans, be- 
sides other rations in proportion. Captain Thistle 
came to me somewhere between 10th and 16th May, 
with a return for back-rations: in offering Captain 
Thistle his choice of pork, bacon, flour, or hard 
bread, I observed that I regretted that the hard bread 
and bacon had come back after the difficulty I hadin 
sending itto Florida. As to Captain Thistle’s asking 
me why | did not send the bacon and bard bread, | 
have no recollection of his having made such an ob- 
servation to me, nor do I believe he did. No obser- 
vation was made by me to Captain Thistle, that the 
Florida war was closed. [The witness here pre- 
sented to the Court papers Nos. 39, 40, (see docu- 
ments,) as evidence that he had discharged his duties 
promptly, and tothe satisfaction of his department. ] 

** Question by General Gaines. What conversa 
tion had the witness with General Gaines, in New 
Orleans, in April, on the subject of sending supplies 
to Florida, and what did General Gaines urge? 

““ Answer. About the beginning of April I had 
understood that General Gaines had arrived in New 
Orleans, and was on my way to pay my respects to 
him, when I met Major Clark, who requested me to 
get a requisition from Genera! Gaines, which he had 
Jeft with the General the previous evening or the 
same morning. I found General Gaines at his quar- 
ters; he was unwell; and, after a little conversa- 
tion, I asked him for the requisition left by Major 
Clark; he handed it to me, and observed, very im- 
pressively, “furnish every thing which you are 
ordered to furnish.’? Commodore Dallas, of the na- 
vy, came in, and I withdrew. I did not ask General 
Gaines abont the furnishing the supplies. His re- 
marks were applied both to Majur Clark and myself. 
[The witness produced paper No. 41, to show the 
qhotte of certain supplies at Tampa bay on the 31st 

arch, 1836.]”’ 

Upon this point, Major Clark, assistant quarter- 
master at New Orleans, with a promptoess which 
does his heart and his sense of justice great honor, 
distinctly asserts, in an official letter to the Quarter- 
master General’s office, written long before this 
Court was ordered, and without my solicitation or 
knowledge, that I digected him, on my return to 
New Orleans, in the latter end of March, to for- 
ward promptly to Florida all the supplies that had 
been or might be required from hisdepartment. The 
Court is particularly desired to examine the testimo- 
ny of these two officers, Major Clark and Captain 
Morrison—compare their statements with the vague 
allegations upon which my accuser relies, and mark 
how completely the plain simple statements of these 
most exemplary officers of the general staff disproves 
the hearsay stories upon which the charge of my ac- 
cuser is based. By the testimony of these officers it 
will be seen that their efforts were unremitting to 
obtain and forward promptly every supply required. 
They were well aware of the probability that the 
war in Florida would be renewed. But even had it 
been otherwise—had they received official notice 
that a treaty of peace had been concluded, they un- 
derstood their duty too well to relax in their efforts 
to forward supplies; as they well knew that troops 

smust have their rations, and public horses their 
forage, in peace as well as in war; besides, they 
knew that @ treaty of peace would create an addi- 








tional call for subsistence, inasmuch as it would im- 
pose on the United States the task of feeding some 
thousand of half-starved Indians of both sexes and all 
ages. 

Major Clark had been on duty in East Florida for 
several years subsequent to the year 1820; had su- 
perintended the construction of the military road 
from Fort Brooke to Fort King; had made himself 
well acquainted with the Indians, and with the topo- 
grapy of a considerable portion of the country the 
then occupied. My letter to the Adjutant Conarak. 
under date the 15th of January, 1836, now before the 
Court, contains Major Clark’s estimate of the num- 
ber of the Iridians and blacks, which he deemed to 
be over 2,000 warriors. His statement in reference 
to the accusation in question is as follows: 

* ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 

New Orleans, August 16, 1836. 

**Sin: I have this day seen a publication in the 
National Intelligencer, of the 27th July, taken from 
the New York Star, on the subject of the campaign 
in East Florida. The writer, in speaking of the ar- 
rival of the army at Tampa bay, says, ‘we there 
learned that the quartermaster at New Orleans, in- 
fluenced by the represéntations made or caused (as 
it was said) to be made by General Gaines, that the 
war was closed, had abstained from sending on pro- 
visions he had been erdered to forward from that 
place.” The whole of this part of his statement is 
incorrect. When or how he obtained this informa- 
tion I know not. General Gaines, on his return to 
New Orleans, told me to continue to send supplies, 
which was done promptly. Every exertion was 
made, both by myself and the assistant commissary, 
to obtain and forward the subsistence and forage re- 
quired. There was great difficulty in obtaining hard 
bread, and every barrel that could be had was imme- 
diately shipped. - 

**On the 31st of March, the assistant commissary 
at Fort Brooke forwarded a statement to the assis- 
tant commissary at New Orleans, of the supplies on 
hand—216,750 rations of meat, 304,423 rations of 
»read and flour, and the small rations in proportion ; 
at this time there were two vessels on the way, laden 
with subsistence and forage, and the bills of lading 
show that they were received on the 6th of April in 
good condition. Now, it appears the army arrived 
at Tampa bay the 3d, 4th, and 5th April, and remain- 
ed but.a few days, before they took their departure, 
and I cannot conceive where was the scarcity of 
provisions, unless it was in the hard bread; this was 
unavoidable, for it could not be obtained; that is, 
the quantity required. 

** My object in making this statement is to correct 
the error that General Gaines had, in any way, con- 
tributed to the withholding supplies from the army 
in Florida; also, to show that there was no cessation 
on the part of the commissary or myself, in procur- 
ing and forwarding the supplies at the earliest period 
possible. The proofs of this are contained in my 
list of shipments now at Washington. 

** I have the honor to be, sir, 
** With high respect, 
** Your obed’t servant, 
«J. CLARK, 
** Assistant Quartermaster. 
‘*To Maj. T. Cross, 
“ Act’g Q. M. Gen., Washington.” 

General Scott has urged, as among the causes of 
the failure of his campaign, the necessity of repla- 
cing the subsistence drawn from Fort Drane by 
General Gaines, and of providing for a larger force 
than was expected there ; and has desired the Court 
to remember who took from Tampa bay the means of 
transportation which were there early in February, 
and what prevented the arrival of new means from 
New Orleans. 

I remark, that the subsistence drawn by me from 
Fort Drane, previous to the arrival of General Scott, 
was something less than 12,000 rations. By General 
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Scott’s letter of the 9th March, to the Adjutant 
Genera), it will be seen that the ordinary baggage- 
train of General Clinch conveyed, in one single trip 
from Picolata to Fort Drane, 17,497 rations of bread 
and flour, and 11,000 rations of pork, besides a quan- 
tity of beans, coffee, &c. The Court will perceive 


that, with the beef-cattle at Fort Drane (of which 


the principal part ofthe meat ration was composed) 
this supply of 17,000 rations and upwards of bread 
and flour, nearly twice replaced the whole amount 
of supplies drawn by my troops, and that this was 
done, not by the transportation ordered into the 
country, or provided by General Scott, but by asingle 
expedition of the wagon-train of General Clinch, 
which had been despatched from Fort Drane, and had 
arrived at Picolata on the 2d of March, the day on 
which my expreés of the 29th of February was re- 
ceived by General Scott. This wagon-train was de- 
tained, unnecessarily, until the 6th of March, and 
was then four days in removing to Fort Drane, al- 
though a movemen' of the same extent in the sum- 
mer, the rainy season of the year, was effected some 
weeks afterwards by Colonel, then Major Pierce, in 
two days’ time. As to the necessity of providing for 
more force than was expected, this can in no manner 
be alleged by General Scott as an evil; for, by his 
letter of the 6th March, he admits the necessity of a 
part of that force to complete the right wing, (owing 
to the defection of the Geurgia troops,) and if the 
force was larger than was desired, on account of sup- 
plies, he had it entirely in his power to relieve the 
conmmissariat, by detaching as much to Picolata as 
he pleased, or dismissing the whole of it, if he thought 
necessary. But he retained the whole of it, merz- 
ing it into the right wing, and taking it with him on 
his march to Tampa. There is a disingenuity in the 
allusion to my having taken the transportation from 
Tampa, in the argument of General Scott; for he 
would have the Court infer that it operated to the 
disadvantage of the movements of the right wing; 
whereas, whatever that transportation was, it was at 
his own disposal, after it reached Fort Drane, and 
necessarily became a part of the transportation of the 
right wing ; so that, while the General had it entire- 
ty in his power to diminish the force ad libitum at 
ort Drane, by discharging the surplus, he was ac- 
tually in the use of all the transportations taken by 
me, not only from Tampa, but from New Orleans. 
From Tampa bay, I did indeed take but one single 
horse-cart, and I believe one horse and one mule of 
public property, not placed there by General Scott, 
and perhaps § or 10 Indian ponies. The principal 
prt of my transportation was procured by myself at 
ew Orleans, and General Scott not only had as 
much or as little of my force as suited his own 
easure, but he had all my transportation at Fort 
rane. General Scott admonishes the Court to re- 
member what prevented the arrival at Tampa of new 
means of transportation from New Orleans, alluding 
to the testimony of Lieutenant Morris; and here 
is the same disingenuity ; for, had the city of 
New Orleans itself been at Tampa bay at the 
time of the movement of the right wing, it could not 
have aided the operations of that wing in its attempts 
upon the cove in its downward march to Tampa. 
That this movement was necessarily and absolutely 
independent of Tampa, is too plain to require proof. 
But even if it had depended upon Tampa, all of the 
quartermaster’s and commissary’s stores, as seen by 
the letter of Major Clark, were there, and these were 
all that the Government had any control over, all 
that could have been or were ordered there, all that 
were at all necessary for the campaign. The only 
stores not there, even admitting the testimony of 
Lieutenant Morris, were some sutler’s stores, mere 
articles of convenience or comfort in a permanent 
arrison: such as tobacco and herrings, and some- 
times cheese and bacon and crackers; articles that 
could not have been carried on the campaign, if for 
no Other reason than the want of transportation. Jt 





eee a re — 


would have been strange indeed to have thrown out 
of the wagons the substantial and necessary articles 
of pork and flour, and supplied their places with 
herring and tobacco. On this head, however, Ihave 
another remark, that Mr. Morris, the writer of the 
letter to Lieutenant Morris, in which was enclosed 
the scraps of a newspaper containing a report that the 
‘war was ended, and assigning this as a reason for not 
sending the herring and tobacco, was not a sutler, 
and was not in any manner bound to furnish those 
little comforts. He was a New Orleans merchant, 
and in the business of turning a penny by sutting, 
was an intruder, or, to use the more forcible lan- 
guage of General Scott, he was an * interloper.”” 
{Upon the subject of means of transportation at 
Tampa, see the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, by 
which it is obvious there was near ten times more 
public means of transportation brought to that place 
by me, and by order of Major Belton, for my use, 
than was there upon tyy arrival.) 

** Question by General Gaines to Lieut. Morris. 
General Scott having charged that General Gaines 
took the public tra: sportations from Tampa bay, to 
the disadvantage of the movement of Colonel Lind- 
say, the witness is desired to state what amount of 
transportation was taken by Geveral Gaines; also, 
whether it was or was not replaced by Lieutenant 
Casey ; when Lieutenant Casey arrived at Tampa, 
what amount of transportations he brought ; whether 
Colonel Lindsay nad the benefit of that transporta- 
tion, and by whose order; when and’ where, so far 
as witness knows or believes, Lieutenant Casey was 
sent for said transportation. 

** Answer. There were only four or five indif- 
ferent horses taken by General Gaines that belonged 
to the post, besides the number that was directed to be 
sent by him from New Orleans. It is proper to state 
that there were 60 horses seut at first; but, from dis- 
ease and rough weather at sea, 5 or 6 died, and some 
of the others were in a poor condition for service. 
Lieutenant Casey, the acting quartermaster at Tampa 
bay, had been sent, 1 suppose by order of the com- 
manding officer, to Middle Florida, (Tallahassee, ) 
to procure means of transportation for General 
Gaines’s army, which was expected to arrive soon. 
The transportation, 6 or 8 teains complete, arrived a 
short time after General Gaines’s departure with his 
force from Tampa bay. This transportation was put 
in requisition by Colonel Lindsay, after he arrived 
there, and formed the principal transportation of his 
column. To the best of my recollection there were 
42 or 48 horses or mules, which formed the teams 
for the wagons arrived from St—Mark’s. 

* Question by General Gaines. Was it known at 
Tampa, at the time Lieutenant Casey was sent for 
transportation, that any other (troops were expected 
at Tampa bay than those taken there by General 
Gaines? 

** Answer. I knew of no other, and I believe it 
was not known there that Colonel Lindsay’s, or any 
other troops, were expected to arrive at that time. 

** Question by General Gaines to Cuptain Drane. 
Please state wlfat reason "you had, if any, after re- 
turning with the right wing of the Florida army to 
Fort Drane, for believing that the families of the 
Indians were still in the cove, and whether any 
doubt remained on your mind as to their being there 
in March and April last ? 

“Answer. The night before the right wing of 
the army crossed the big Withlacoochee, returning, 
1 was called, at 12 o’clock at night, by Major Cooper, 
who was the officer of the day, to listen to the talk 
of both Indians and negroes, on the north bank of 
the big Withlacoochee. The next morning the army 
had marched but about one half mile, when we 
crossed a trail of Indians coming out of a swamp; 
pas-ing to the south, a little further on, about 200 or 
300 yards, we discovered a trail leading into the 
swamp; the trails were evidently fresh, and made 
that morning. The second day, after crossing the 
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little Withlacoochee on the route to Fort King, the 
army crossed several small trails, some leading to 
the cove, and some to the west; those west leading 
into the Wahoo swamp, or that direction. The day 
following the day we marched to Fort King, our 
left flank was attacked ty a small party of Indians 
that soon fled also in the direction of the Wahoo 
swamp or Withlacoochee. On our arrival at Fort 
King, we were informed that Billy Emathla’s wife 
and one other squaw, | believe her sister, had been 
captured, during tue absence of the army from Fort 
Drane, and taken off by the hostile Indians. Some 
days afier the army arrived at Fort Drane, Billy 
Emathia’s wife made her escape and returned to the 
right of the army to her husband. I had several con- 
versations with her through the interpreter, She 
informed me that the Indians had not moved from 
the Wahoo swamp and the cove on the Withlacoo- 
chee; that their women and children were still 
there; there, they had planted their grounds ; that 
the crops were very fine. She described the corn 
and rice as being about a foot high. She stated that, in 
her opinion, they would havea better crop than they 
ever had. [ inquired of her if the Indians had moved 
their families from there at any time during the 
war. She informed me that they had not. She 
there had a conversation with Powell, who advised 
her to quit her husband, and join the Mickasukies, 
and not return back to the white people; that his 
anen had whipped all the white men, and driven 
them out of the country, and then they had gone 
home ; that he then meant to assemble his warriors 
and drive the pale-faces from Fort King; and then 
he would go to Fort Drane and drive them away 
from there, where they would get a large supply ol 
ammunition, and they then would drive all the Ala- 
chuas (meaning volunteers) out of the country, as 
far as the Suwannee ; and then that they would have 
allithe country from the Suwannee, south, to them- 
selves. She informed me that she had heard Powell 
repeatedly say, during the time she was in captivity, 
that he never would make peace wifh the white 
man. The aboveare the reasons why I have never 
had a doubt that the Indians had never quited the 
cove or the strong holds on the Withlacoochee. 
After the army had returned to the Withlacoochee 
with General Gaines, I was sent to Oaklands, five or 
«ix miles northeast from Fort Drane, where I re- 
mained suntil. General Scott arrived. During the 
time I occupied that post with my command, anda 
few days after I returned from the Withlacoochee, 
very frequent signs of Indians were discovered on 
the plantation of Colonel John Mclntosh, and cros- 
sing the main road leading to Micanopy. -I had fre- 
quently seen fires on the opposite side of Orange 
lake during this period, and 1 felt satisfied they were 
dndian fires. 

“Phe Indian women spoken of in this account, 
-were captured during the time the army was absent 
‘on its march from Fort Drane to Fort Brooke. They 
returned from captivity after the army arrived at 
Fort Drain from Fort Brooke. 

“« Question by General Gaines to General Smith. 
To what extent was the cove swamp penetrated by 
General Scott in March or April, 1836 ; and was the 
search for the Indians by him sufficient to enable him 
to proneunce upon the position of the Indians or 


their families ? 

** Anewer. On the 30th March General Scott 
lefi all the baggage under the charge of Major Wil- 
son, and a detathment at, what I presume, may be 
-called the entrance of the cove. We marched with- 
out the baggage that afternoon, probably about four 
and a half miles. Next morning we crossed the foot 
over a very.deep and difficult bog which was in front 
of our encampment. The right column, which was 
under my command, attacked a small party of In- 
.dians that were in front, and pursued them three or 
four miles, to the utmost extent of the pursuit. 
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Part of the column had arrived, by taking a direction 
on the banks of the river; the other part, with 
which I was myself, was pursuing the trail down 
through the woods to the right, when one of Gene 
ral Clinch’s staff brought an order for us to return. 
We then retraced our steps to where the baggage 
was, and the next morning took up our march round 
the outside of\the cove, and after leaving Major 
Cooper with his battalion towards the southern ex- 
tremity of it, we went to Tampa bay. The farthest 
extent to which the cove was penetrated, was by the 
party which I commanded. Both the columns that 
entered the cove met in the cove altogether about 
120 or 130 Indians. We had lost all trace of the In- 
dians in the cove before we were recalled. We 
were on an old path, but we had lost all trace of the 
particular party we were pursuing. 

* Question by the same to the same. What is the 
opinion of the witness as to the location of the In- 
dian families in March and April; and does the 
witness know whether they had or had net gone 
down to Pease creek ? 

** Answer. 1 have no idea of where they were 
atthattime. They could not have been on Pease 
creek, unless possibly at the very head of it, a point 
beyond which I went. I do not think there was any 
large body of Indians on Pease creek, as 1 ascended 
it with only 140 men, and the Indians would have 
known of our approach. We crossed two conside- 
rable trails leading to the south, but they must have 
been two or three months old. * 














* Note by Major General Gaines.—General Scott has 
labored very diligently to show that the Indians remov- 
ed their families and dispersed themselves from the 
cove of the Withlacoochee in March, and has attributed 
the supposed movement to me. He formally reported 
his Opinion to the War Department on the 30th of April, 
and has urged the same considerations before the Court 
of Inquiry, but without introducing any evidence upon 
the subject: He has quoted his own letters, containing 
his opinions, and asks very significantly how he is to 
account for not finding, three weeks after General Gaines 
left the Withlacoochee, any considerable body of the ene- 
my, on anyjother supposition than that of their dispersion. 

The difficulty is very easily solved, and since General 
Scott has suggested it, in connexion with the effects 
of my movement, I have thought proper to place ony our 
record-the testimony necessary for the purposes of ex 
planation, and the answer to the General’s inquiry may 
be embraced in a single sentence. He did not find the 
enemy, because he did not go where the enemy was tobe 
found. The testimony of Captain Drane and Lieutenant 
Mitchell has shown that Major General Scott penetrated 
the cove but two and a hulf miles, about four miles from 
the crossing of the river, although Captain Drane, who 
has been many years in that country, and is well ac- 





quainted with it, has told you that the cove is 15 or 20 
| miles in extent. 


It has acircumference of not less than 
40, perhaps 50 miles, and this celebrated spot, the known 
and ackowledged stronghold of the enemy, the object of 
all General Scott’s plans, the theme of his public letters 
and reports, was penetrated but the short distance of 
two anda half miles, when the pursuit was strangely 
abandoned, while a portion of the enemy was in view, 
and the remainder of the march was conducted in the 
open country for many miles, adjacent to this celebrat- 
ed hammoek, to Fort Cooper, where a useless post was 
established, and supplied with 17 or 18 days’ provisions 
for three or four hundred men, instead of penctrating 
the hammock with that supply of provisions, and search- 
ing for the enemy. In connexion with this subject, I 
will observe that, if General Scott thought the force 
was too large in the right wing, he should have left a 
portion of it at Fort Drane, more especially if he was 
not able to supply it with provisions. Again, General 
Scott took with him all the transportations he had at 
Fort Drane, leaving still some supplies in depot at Fort 
Drane. Now, this transportation was more than all he 
had ordered into the country, not only by the addition 
of that possessed by General Clixch, but by that taken 
to Fort Drane by myself; so that, if his force was out 








of erraes large, he could have left a portion of it, 
and then have moved on the Withlacoochee better pro- 
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TL have stated that the proper time and place for 
Major Geveral Scott to enter upon the command of 
the forces under me, in that part of my department 
which forined the theatre of the war, was the pre- 
cise time and place of his arrival in person at the 
position occupied by theforce actively engaged un- 
der me at that position; because, until the moment 
of his arrival at my position, every duty and every 
responsibility necessarily rested with me, aud there- 
fore it was proper that I should be governed in my 
movements and measures by the movements of the 
enemy, with a view to the immediate protection of 
the frontier, and to subdue the enemy, or to hold 
them in check, until the arrival of additional force 
and supplies. This view of the subject is based upon 
a principle which has from time immemorial govern- 
ed the interior and exterior police of the armies of 
the most enlightened nations of the world, during a 
state of war: a principal, therefore, strictly applica- 
ble to a state of war. Take, for example, a picket- 
guard, or a small out-post, near the enemy; who 
ever heard of the commander of either being re- 
lieved otherwise than upon tbe persona] appearance 
of the officer authorized to take command. Ata 
post, or in a departinent where there are several of- 
ficers on duty, the commander may be relieved in 
time of war by a special order, directing him, on the 
receipt of such order, to turn over his command to a 
particular officer near him, or to bis next in rank ; 
but, without some such special authority, the officer 
to be relieved would reimain in command, if near the 
evemy, until the new commander arrives iu person at 
the position occupied by the force employed near the 
enemy. I have sought in vain fora case tending to jus- 
tify or excuse the preiension ofa right, on the part of 
General Scott, to assume the command of any part 
of the forces of my department, upon the theatre of 
the war, whether with me in the field or otherwise, 
previous to his arrival within the limits of my de- 
partment, and at the post where the troops were em- 
ployed in an active campaign against the enemy. 1 
have, on the contrary, found many cases tending to 
establish the principle for which | contended, and 
upon which i acted—to one of the strongest of 
which I have desired, and again desire, the attention 
of the Court 1 allude to the case connected with 
the battle of Vimera, in Portugal, fought in August, 
1808, between the British army, under Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, and the French, under General Junot. 

After Sir Arthur embarked at Cork, in Ireland, 
with an army of ten thousand men, from the Penin- 


vided, in every respect, than it was possible for him to 
be independent of my movement; yet, with all these 
advantages of men and means, he | penetrated the 
swamp two and a half miles, procecded to Tampa bay, 
and there eagerted to the War Department that he had 
penetrated the cove fo its head, as he thought, and now 
insists upon it as a matter clearly ascertained that the 
Indians had dispersed. I repeat, in answer to his ques- 
tion, why did he not find the enemy? it was because 
he did not go where they were. They were in the cove. 
A body of some 250 was actually found in the edge of it 
by General Scott, and after he left Fort Cooper that 
t was assailed by Iudians from the cove for some 17 
8 in succession. 

the return march from Tampa to Fort Drahe, 
Fort Cooper was absorbed, and the march was thence 
conducted into the Tampa and Fort King road ; in.pas- 
sing to which, Captain Drane testifies that the southern 
edge of the hammock was traversed for a short dis- 

tance, but the great cove itself was not penetrated. 
In this march from Tampa, it might be readily sup- 
ed one select corps sould have been organized of the 
ree divisions at Tainpa, leaving the remainder at Fort 
Brooke, and, with the whole ef the transportations, this 
corps of choice troops might have been amply provided 
for an examination of at least a week or ten days in the 
cove ; but no, the divisions returned as they went, and 
the great cove, as if avoided with special care, was pass- 
ed on the west in going down, and on the cast in re- 
turning ; and, without examination, the Indians were 
officially reported to have dispersed. E. P. GAINES. 
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sula, General Sit Harry Burrard Neale; senior in 
rank to Sir Arthur, was ordered to take command of 
the forces proceeding to Spain, of which Sir Arthur’s 
division formed a part. About the same time Gene- 
ral Sir Hugh Dalry mplé then at Gibraltar, received 
orders to take command of whatever British forces 
he should find in Portugal. Sir Arthur, on arriving 
near the cost of Portugal, learned that General Ju- 
not, with a Prench army of 14,000 men, waa in the 
vicinity of Vimera; whereupon the British army, 
under Sir Arthur, landed, and was soon after attack- 
ed by the French. A severe conflict ensued. It so 
happened that, during the battle, General Neale ar- 
rived at Vimera; he immediately sent an officer of 
his staff to the field of battle, in sight of Vimera, to 
announce his arrival to Sir Arthur, notifyiag him, 
however, that he was expected to continue his ope- 
rations against the enemy according to his own plan. 
The battle continued for some hours. Previous to 
its termination, General Sir Hugh Dalrymple artiv- 
ed at Vimera. He also announced his arrival to Sir 
Arthur, who was again notified by a superior, that 
he, Sir Arthur, would continue his operations ac- 
cording to his own original pian, until the. battle 
should be over. The French army was ultimately 
beaten, aud was seen by General Dalrymple retiring 
rapidly in a direction towards Torres de Vidras. 
On making this discovery, General Dalrymple sent 
his aid to desire Sir Arthur to give up the pursuit, 
aod return with his army to Vimera. Sir Arthur re- 
monstrated, and insisted. upon the propriety of pur- 
suing and capturing the remnants of the French 
army, a8 an essential part of his original plan. Gene- 
ral Dalrymple persisted in recalling the victorious 
army, and sent a peremptory order to Sir Arthur, 
requiring him to retrace his steps to Vimera. He 
complied. But the great error of this retrogade 
movement was soon demonstrated by the arrival of 
a flag of truce, with a proposition from the French 
commander to capitulate, on condition that his army 
should be conveyed by British transports to France 
as prisovers*of war on parole. 

This capitulation was arranged at Cintra, and it was 
termed .“* The Convention of Cintra.” From the 
proceedings of a board of inquiry, consisting of seve- 
ral general officers, into the operations at Vimera, 
which led to the convention of Cintra, there is no evi- 
dence of any effort by either of the general officers 
ordered to command the forces under Sir Arthur 
Wellesley to assume or exercise any command what 
ever until their arrival at Vimera; and even then 
they both successively deemed it to be their duty to 
abstain from taking command until the pending bat- 
tle should be terminated. And General Dalrymple 
was censured for his interference before the pursuit 
and capture of the enemy was complete. 

Had either of those general officers halted from 
sixty to ninety miles from the theatre of the war in 
which Sir Arthur was engaged, it is not to be believ- 
ed that any respect would have been paid to their 
orders, nor is it probable that the British Govern- 
ment would have tolerated so irregular and ineffi- 
cient a measure. Suppose, sir, that either of those 
senior commanders bad sat still at the very secure post 
of Gibraltar, and bad taken measures to withhold 
from Sir Arthur Wellesley’s army their proper sup- 
plies of subsistence, and had thus attempted to starve 
that gallant army out of its position at Vimera— 
would it not have brought the authors of so atro- 
cious an outrage to a volley of ball cartridges? Yes, 
sir, even in the monarchical and aristocratic govern- 
ment of Evgland, where favoritism has its all-power- 
ful sway, | venture to affirm that such an outrage, on 
the part of any officer in the British army or navy, 
would have cost him bis life; and the ministry that 
would have sanctioned or cOnnived ut such aw out- 
rage, would have been prompily hurled from power. 

I thank the Court for the patient hearing which 





they have givenme. EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major General U. S. A. by brevet. 














